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Update from the Project Manager 
 

Dear Volunteers and Friend of the Atlas: 

 

Thank you all once again for your 

tremendous efforts during the fifth  year of 

the Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II Project 

(COBBAII)! While I would like to say 2011 

was the final push for the project, our efforts 

came up a little short of expectations, and it 

is clear we are not quite ready to declare the 

project complete. Thus, the Atlas will 

continue for one more season, in 2012. 

Despite this setback to the scheduled 

completion of COBBAII, I am more than 

pleased with the progress that was made in 

2011. Although some volunteers have yet to 

submit their data (and you know who you 

are), the Atlas database has realized a 

significant increase since this time last year. 

After the 2011 season, 1,505 of 1,792 (84%) 

priority blocks have been assigned, and 

1,129 (63%) have been completed (Table 1, 

Fig. 1, next page). That equates to a 29% 

increase in assigned blocks, and a 111% 

increase in completions since this time last 

year. Currently, there are 290 species 

reported statewide, with 250 confirmed. At 

this time, we have exceeded the number of 

species reported during the first Colorado 

Breeding Bird Atlas (280) by 10 species; 

however, we are shy of the 266 species 

confirmed during the first Atlas by 16 

species. With another year, I hope we can 

match or exceed that number as we 

complete the project. Learn more on the 

progress of COBBAII on pages 4ï7 of this 

newsletter.  
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Horned Lark nest with young (NY).   

Photo by Glenn Dunmire. 
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Update, cont.  
 

Atlas Office Assistants 

This month, the Atlas Office welcomed its 

newest Fort Lewis College (FLC) work-

study student, Johnny Simmer. Johnny is a 

freshman from the Denver area, who is 

thrilled to begin his studies in Durango. 

Johnny will assist with data entry, quarterly 

newsletter production, and a variety of other 

office tasks. Welcome Johnny! 

 

Former FLC student Cristin ñCritò Salaz 

continues to assist the Project Manager with 

data entry, GIS, and data queries in 

preparation for the quarterlies newsletters. 

Thanks for a great job Crit! 

 

Data Entry and Submittal of Field Cards 

Although I set a deadline of September 30
th
 

for submission of COBBAII data, many of 

you still have not yet entered your data or 

mailed in your field cards. As the project 

moves closer towards the finish line, it is 

more and more important that all data are 

entered into our electronic database, so that 

we may begin the preliminary analyses for 

the Atlas publication (book) and final 

website database. I t is not too late to enter 

your data online or mail in your field 

cards! Remember, if we donôt have your 

data, then it will not be included in the 

Atlas, and your efforts will not be accounted 

for. For all volunteers with delinquent data, 

please submit your data as soon as possible 

and help bring the Atlas closer to 

completion. 

 

Please also be mindful of submitting 

COBBAII Verification Forms for all truly 

rare observations. As a reminder, if you had 

to ñAdd a Speciesò during data entry, you 

are required to complete a Verification 

Form. Please also submit a Verification 

Form if requested by your Regional 

Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 
 

Double-crested Cormorant approaching the nest 

(ON). Photo by chuck Hundertmark. 

 

 

This issue of the Colorado Bird Atlas 

Quarterly is chock full of great information, 

and I thank the many volunteers who 

submitted photos and field stories to make 

this issue so interesting to read. As always, 

special thanks to all block owners and 

helpers, Regional Coordinators and 

Technical Committee members for a job 

well done. I truly appreciate your 

contributions to the Atlas, and I hope you 

will all continue your involvement until its 

completion. 

 

Good Birding! 

 

 
 

Lynn Wickersham 

COBBAII Statewide Project Manager  
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Call for Nominations: COBBAII 

Volunteer of the Year, 2011 
 

The 5
th
 season of the Atlas motivated a large 

number of volunteers to kick their efforts 

into high gear. But, often with volunteer 

opportunities, acknowledgements may be 

few and far between. With that in mind, it is 

time to acknowledge that person who has 

demonstrated a sincere dedication to the 

Atlas. Thus, this is the call for nominations 

for ñ2011 Atlas Volunteer of the Yearò. 

Nominees should be active participants of 

COBBAII that have contributed significant 

time and effort to the project in 2011. I 

encourage you to nominate your volunteer 

of choice by emailing me a written 

justification for your nomination, 

summarizing their contributions to the 

project. Email your nominations to 

Wickersham_l@fortlewis.edu, no later than 

December 15. ñ2011 Atlas Volunteer of the 

Yearò will be announced in the Winter 

Edition of the Quarterly Newsletter. 

 

 
 

Juvenile Mississippi Kite. Photo by Bill Maynard. 

 

 
 

Barn Owl. Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 
 

 

 
 

Wild Turkey hen with polts (FL). 

Photo by Pete Plage. 

 

 

 
 

Cordilleran Flycatcher nest with young (NY). 

Photo by Peter Weber. 

mailto:Wickersham_l@fortlewis.edu
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Summary of Volunteer Effort 
 

Table 1. Comparison of COBBAII summary statistics in fall of 2010 and 2011
a
.  

 

Summary Statistic          Fall 2010          Fall 2011      % Change 

No. Blocks Assigned 1,168 1,505 +29% 

No. Blocks with Data 
b
 2,056 2,879 +40% 

No. Blocks Complete 536 1,129 +111% 

No. Block Effort Hours 
b
 22,653 36,258 +60% 

No. Data Submissions 
b
 104,018 163,058 +57% 

No. Species Reported 
b
 286 290 +3% 

No. Species Confirmed 
b
 248 257 +2% 

 

a
 Data as of October 5, 2011. 

b
 Includes non-priority blocks. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Map of block assignments and completion for the Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II 

Project, 2007ï2011. 
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Summary of COBBA II Data Per Region 
 

Atlas data per region are shown in Table 1 

(next page).  Iôm pleased to report that 100% 

of priority blocks have been assigned in the 

following regions:  

 

¶ Region 4 (Glenwood Springs) 

¶ Region 7 (Montrose, Naturita) 

¶ Region 11 (Granby, Walden) 

¶ Region 15 (Fort Collins) 

¶ Region 16 (Denver, Boulder) 

¶ Region 23 (Seibert, Stratton) 

 

Thanks to Regional Coordinators Tom 

McConnell, Coen Dexter, Jim Liewer, Doug 

Kibbe, Mackenzie Goldthwait, Steve Jones, 

and Hugh Kingery for their excellent work 

recruiting volunteers in these regions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As of September 30
th
, 2011, Region 11 is in 

in the lead for the highest percentage of 

completed priority blocks (92%), under the 

excellent leadership of Regional Coordinator 

Jim Liewer (Fig. 2, page 7). Region 16 

(Denver, Boulder), led by Regional 

Coordinator Steve Jones, is holding strong 

as the leader for the highest number of 

species reported (216) and confirmed (178). 

Region 12 (Vail) is now tied with Region 2 

(Steamboat Springs) for the highest 

percentage of species confirmed (83%); 

however, Regionôs 3, 4, 10, 11, 16 and 17 

are not far behind, each at least 80%. 

Statewide, the confirmation rate stands at a 

whopping 89% of the total species reported. 

Fantastic job everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1`.  Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II Regions. 
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Summary of COBBAII Data Per Region, cont. 
 

Region 
Priority 

Blocks 

Blocks 

Assigned 

Blocks 

Completed 

Species 

Recorded 

Species 

Confirmed 

% Species 

Confirmed 

1 72 35 24 172 125 73% 

2 32 31 21 155 128 83% 

3 64 48 45 172 140 81% 

4 60 60 54 166 133 80% 

5 108 67 28 186 145 78% 

6 28 26 17 180 117 65% 

7 48 48 40 178 136 76% 

8 76 62 47 161 121 75% 

9 64 46 26 177 129 73% 

10 76 71 57 176 142 81% 

11 60 60 55 176 144 82% 

12 32 31 26 133 111 83% 

13 76 72 51 186 143 77% 

14 76 59 46 182 135 74% 

15 104 104 72 205 151 74% 

16 72 72 48 216 178 82% 

17 116 113 94 198 161 81% 

18 32 26 20 186 139 75% 

19 44 37 20 196 149 76% 

20 56 27 14 183 112 61% 

21 32 12 3 152 77 51% 

22 112 102 63 147 87 59% 

23 64 64 50 94 59 63% 

24 112 95 90 182 109 60% 

25 64 55 53 141 78 55% 

26 112 82 65 157 95 61% 

ALL  1,792 1,505 1,129 290 257 89% 

 

Table 1.  Summary of COBBAII data per region. 
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Summary of COBBAII Data Per Region, cont. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 2.  Percentage of block completion per region, Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II, 

September 2011. 
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Volunteer All Stars 
 

 

With most of the data from COBBAII 

Season 5 submitted, here's the latest update 

on Volunteer All Stars. The leader for the 

highest number of blocks assigned is stillé 

 

Doug Kibbe 
 

Doug Kibbe is holding strong as the leader 

with 90 priority atlas blocks, crushing all 

other atlasers by more than 30 blocks! 

Hereôs how the rest of the Volunteer All 

Stars measure up after Season 5: 

 

Volunteers with 51ï60 blocks 

 

¶ Hugh and Urling Kingery 

¶ Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright* 
 

 

Volunteers with 41ï50 blocks 

 

John Drummond* 
 

 

Volunteers with 31-40 blocks 

 

¶ Kim Potter 
 

 

 
 

American Avocet family (FL).  

Photo by Duane Nelson. 

 

 

 

 
 

Agitated (A) Lincolnôs Sparrow.  

Photo by Brenda Wright. 
 

 

Volunteers with 21-30 blocks 

 

¶ Chuck Hundertmark 

¶ Mackenzie Goldthwait 

¶ George Steele and Kathey Graaff* 

¶ Gregg Goodrich 

¶ Paul Opler and Evi Buckner-Opler* 

¶ Randy Siebert* 
 

 

Volunteers with 11-20 blocks 

 

¶ Susan Allerton* 

¶ Alex Brown 

¶ Barbara Byron 

¶ Jeff Dawson 

¶ Ken Ecton 

¶ Mike Henwood 

¶ Allison Hilf  

¶ Steve Jones 

¶ Jim Liewer 

¶ Tom and Kay McConnell 

¶ Duane Nelson* 

¶ Terry Rau* 
 

 

* Paid atlaser; paid blocks removed from analysis.  
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Volunteer All Stars Update, cont. 
 

Volunteers with 5ï10 blocks 

 

¶ Arden Anderson 

¶ Audubon Society of Greater Denver 

¶ Brad Andres 

¶ Debbie Barnes* 

¶ Jason Beason 

¶ Jim Beatty 

¶ Robert Bradley 

¶ Dan Bridges 

¶ Lori Brummer* 

¶ Francis Commercon 

¶ Joyce Commercon 
 

 
 

Virginia Rail.  Photo by Joey Kellner. 

 

¶ Bill* and Cheryl Day 

¶ Peter Derven 

¶ David Elwonger 

¶ Donna Emmons 

¶ David Hallock 

¶ Dona Hilkey* 

¶ Ed Hollowed 

¶ Brian Holmes 

¶ Marjorie Joy 

¶ Ron Lambeth 

¶ Randy Lentz 

¶ Diane Luck 

¶ Gary Matthews 

¶ Ellery McClintock 

¶ Brock McCormick 

¶ Jeannie Mitchell 

 
 

Townsendôs Solitaire nest with eggs (NE).  

Photo by Joyce Commercon. 

 

 

¶ Naseem Munshi and Mike Tupper 

¶ North Park ColonyWatch Team 

¶ Colleen Nunn 

¶ Roberta Peterson 

¶ John Rawinski* 

¶ Chuck Reichert 

¶ Joe Roller 

¶ Linda Vidal 

¶ Karen von Saltza 

¶ Amy Seglund 

¶ Lynn Wickersham* 

¶ Marty Wolf* 

¶ Mark Yaeger 

¶ Yampa Valley Bird Club 
 

 

 
 

Common Nighthawk nest with eggs (NE).  

Photo by Ron Lambeth. 

 

* Paid atlaser; paid blocks removed from analysis..  
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Volunteer All Stars, cont. 

Top 10 Volunteer Effort Hours: 

1. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 2,598 

2. Chuck Hundertmark 1,514 

3. Terry Rau* 1,432 

4. Hugh & Urling Kingery 1,413 

5. Kim Potter 1,336 

6. Doug Kibbe*  1,283 

7. George Steele & Kathey Graff* 1,196 

8. Jeff Dawson    981 

9. Jim Liewer    957 

10. Randy Siebert*          883 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Top 10 Volunteer Data Submissions: 

1. Hugh & Urling Kingery  7,553 

2. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 5,417 

3. Chuck Hundertmark   5,098 

4. Doug Kibbe*   3,508 

5. Kim Potter    4,409 

6. Tony Leukering*   4,203 

7. Mike Henwood*   3,940 

8. Paul Opler & Evi Buckner Opler*  3,683 

9. George Steele & Kathey Graff* 3,129 

10. John Drummond   2,781 

 
 

Tree Swallow nest with young (NY). 

Photo by Brenda Wright. 

 

 

Top 10 Volunteer No. Species Reported: 

1. Tony Leukering*    233 

2. Doug Kibbe*    224 

3. Mackenzie Goldthwait  222 

4. Hugh & Urling Kingery  209 

5. Chuck Hundertmark  194 

6. Jeff Dawson   193 

7. John Drummond*   192 

8. Steve Jones   187 

9. Duane Nelson*    186 

Randy Siebert*    196 

 

 
 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet feeding Brown-headed 

Cowbird (FF). Photo by Chuck Hundertmark. 

 
*Includes paid atlasing data.  

Territorial (T) Hepatic Tanager.  

Photo by John Drummond. 
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Species Profile:  

White-tailed Ptarmigan 
 

By Lynn Wickersham 

 

The White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus 

leucura) is the southern-most ptarmigan 

species, with distribution in mountainous 

areas from southern Alaska to northern New 

Mexico (Fig. 1). They are year-round 

residents of alpine habitats at or above 

treeline (Braun et al. 1993), and have 

adapted fascinating morphological, 

physiological, and behavioral strategies to 

survive in these cold and unforgiving 

environments. White-tailed Ptarmigans are 

cryptic, molting from an entirely white 

plumage in winter to grayish-brown in 

summer, which may reduce the potential of 

predation. They walk more than they fly to 

conserve energy (Braun et al. 1993); and, in 

winter, utilize feathered tarsi that function as 

snowshoes (Höhn 1977). They also have 

adapted a specialized metabolism allowing 

for weight gain during the critical winter 

period (May 1975, in Braun et al. 1993). 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Distribution of White-tailed Ptarmigan. Stars 

are introduced populations. From Braun et al. (1993). 

 
 

Adult male White-tailed Ptarmigan on Mount Evans.  

Photo by Marilyn Rhodes. 

 

 

Although White-tailed Ptarmigans occur in 

the alpine year-round, they migrate from 

lower elevation habitats in winter to higher 

elevation breeding grounds. In Colorado, 

breeding habitat occurs between 

approximately 11,000 and 13,950 feet and 

may include willows (Salix spp.), meadows, 

rocks, and/or krummholz, often near 

snowfields or streams (Braun et al. 1993).  

 

White-tailed Ptarmigans initiate nest 

building and egg-laying in June (Giesen and 

Braun 1979, Braun et al. 1993). Only the 

female builds the nest, which consists of a 

scrape on the ground lined with vegetation 

and feathers (Braun et al. 1993). The female 

incubates the eggs and cares for the young 

without assistance from the male (Braun et 

al. 1993). During incubation, which lasts 

approximately 24 to 26 days, females are 

very reluctant to leave the nest, even in the 

close presence of humans (Giesen and Braun 

1979). Ptarmigan researchers have resorted 

to touching incubating females to flush them 

off of their nests and obtain egg counts 

(Giesen and Braun 1979). The chicks are 

precocial, leaving the nest within 12 hours 

of hatching, and flying within 10ï12 days   
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Species Profile, cont. 
 

(Braun et al. 1993). By late summer, brood 

mixing can occur, where hens and their 

young move into areas with males and 

unsuccessful females (Hoffman 2006). 

 

White-tailed Ptarmigans face a variety of 

threats, including increasing recreation and 

land management practices, such as mining 

and grazing, which have negatively 

impacted some alpine habitats (Hoffman 

2006). Ptarmigan populations may be more 

sensitive to habitat degradation than other 

similar species, because alpine habitats are 

very slow to recover from disturbance. 

Probably the biggest threat to the White-

tailed Ptarmigan, however, is climate 

change, which is expected to alter snow 

cover and plant communities in the alpine, 

and shift treeline to higher elevations, 

thereby reducing habitat for Ptarmigans 

(Hoffman 2006). If their habitats disappear, 

White-tailed Ptarmigans simply have no 

other place to go. 

 

After the fif th year of COBBAII, 

distribution of White-tailed Ptarmigan in 

Colorado appears similar to that of the first 

Atlas; although, the species has been 

confirmed in less than half of the number of 

blocks (Fig 1). Like other alpine species, 

ptarmigans may be undersampled following 

only the Atlas protocol because they occupy 

remote, rugged habitats that are often 

inaccessible to the average atlaser. To insure 

that White-tailed Ptarmigans are accurately 

represented in the Atlas publication, the 

Colorado Division of Wildlife and USDA 

Forest Service will share their known 

breeding locations with the Atlas Office to 

be incorporated into distribution maps and 

the breeding phenology dataset. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

a) 

 
 

 

 

 

b) 

 
 

Figure 1. Breeding evidence and distribution 

reported for White-tailed Ptarmigan during a) 

COBBAI and b) COBBAII. 

  



 

 
13 

Species Profile, cont. 
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White-tailed Ptarmigan fledglings on Mount Evans. 

Photo by Marilyn Rhodes. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White-tailed Ptarmigan hen and chick, Porphyry 

Basin, San Juan County.  Photo by Lisa Hickman. 
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Update on Coloradoôs Raptors 
 

After the 5
th
 season of COBBAII, the most 

reported raptor species is, not surprisingly, 

Red-tailed Hawk, with over 1,200 blocks 

reporting (Fig.1, Table 1). Following Red-

tailed Hawk are American Kestrel at 855 

blocks, Swainsonôs Hawk at 772 blocks, and 

Turkey Vulture at 597 blocks. While 

technically not a raptor, Turkey Vulture is 

often lumped with the birds of prey; thus, it 

is included here. To date, all other raptor 

species have been reported in less than 325 

blocks. The most confirmed raptor is also 

Red-tailed Hawk, at 453 blocks; however, 

Swainsonôs Hawk comes in second (394 

blocks), beating American Kestrel by over 

100 blocks. Although Turkey Vulture is 

closely behind Swainsonôs Hawk in reported 

blocks, the number of confirmed blocks (13) 

represents a fraction of its apparent 

distribution.   

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Breeding evidence for Red-tailed Hawk, 

COBBAII 2007ï2011. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Red-tailed Hawk chick in nest (NY). 

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 

 

 
Table 1. COBBAII Blocks reporting raptor species, 

2007ï2011. Data includes non-priority blocks. 

 

Species PO PR CO Total 

Red-tailed Hawk 591 183 453 1,227 

American Kestrel 383 185 287 855 

Swainsonôs Hawk 292 86 394 772 

Turkey Vulture 559 25 13 597 

Cooperôs Hawk 197 45 82 324 

Golden Eagle 182 34 86 302 

Northern Harrier 180 38 12 230 

Ferruginous Hawk 103 15 59 177 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 144 9 18 171 

Prairie Falcon 83 15 32 130 

Northern Goshawk 61 17 27 105 

Bald Eagle 38 7 40 85 

Peregrine Falcon 49 8 17 74 

Osprey 29 4 41 74 

Mississippi Kite 12 8 5 25 

Broad-winged Hawk 3 0 1 4 
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Paid Atlasing in the Mountains 
 

In 2010, the Atlas Office received 

supplemental funding from the USDA 

Forest Service to conduct Atlas surveys 

within blocks located entirely or partially on 

Forest Service lands.  Additional funds had 

also been secured from the Bureau of Land 

Management, Uncompahgre Field Office as 

well as individual and corporate donors.  

These funding sources were utilized in 2010 

and 2011 to collect data in as many 

forest/mountain blocks as possible.  I am 

pleased to report that paid atlasers 

completed 109 mountain blocks between 

2010ï2011.  Blocks were worked by 

numerous atlasers on BLM lands in the 

Uncompahgre Resource Area as well as 

almost all USDA Forest Service 

Management Units in Colorado.  This effort 

has helped to fill many Atlas data gaps, 

especially on the Western Slope, and to 

provide the BLM and Forest Service with 

valuable bird data on their lands.  Special 

thanks to all paid forest/mountain atlasers 

for a job well done! 

 

 

 
 

Beetle-killed forest (SBT#) in the Weminuche Pass-

SE block. Photo by Duane Nelson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010ï2011 Paid Forest Atlasers 

 

Susan Allerton ï 3 blocks 

 

Bill Day ï 11 blocks 

 

Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright ï 12 blocks 

 

Glenn Dunmire ï 3 blocks 

 

Roger Grimshaw ï 4 blocks 

 

Dona Hilkey ï 12 blocks 

 

Doug Kibbe ï 2 blocks 

 

Tony Leukering ï 2 blocks 

 

Jim Liewer ï 15 blocks 

 

Duane Nelson ï 4 blocks 

 

Peter Nelson ï 7 blocks 

 

Terry Rau ï 5 blocks 

 

Paul Slingsby ï 3 blocks 

 

John Rawinski ï 4 blocks 

 

George Steele and Kathey Graaff ï 16 blocks 

 

Lynn and John Wickersham ï 1 block 

 

Marty Wolf ï 2 blocks 
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Notes from the Field*  
 

*Compiled by Lynn Wickersham unless otherwise 

noted 

 

Close Encounters of the Goshawk Kind 

 

by Chuck Hundertmark, R13 Coordinator 

 

It had been a productive atlasing morning in 

a priority block south of Leadville. A 

Chipping Sparrow feeding fledglings had 

just given me my ninth new confirmation for 

the block, a scant two shy of my target. 

Though it was tempting to go farther into the 

San Isabel National Forest, I needed to 

return to my truck and break camp to move 

on to a new site in South Park. A distant call 

abruptly changed my plans.  

 

I didnôt recognize the call, but from the 

strength and urgency I knew that any of the 

few possibilities would be a good record for 

the block. With distant calls there is the all 

too frequent chance that the caller will go 

quiet before you locate it. Nevertheless, I 

headed up the forest road, following the 

harsh calls that regularly resumed after brief 

pauses. After hiking a quarter of a mile 

through conifer forest, mostly lodgepole 

pine, I saw a tall stand of aspens to the right, 

and the calls were coming from that 

direction.  

 

I had barely reached the edge of the aspens 

when I saw the nest about 45 feet up the 

largest aspen in the stand. By now, the calls 

were distinct enough that I was certain of the 

species. I moved close enough to confirm 

that the single bird on the nest was a young 

bird, nearly old enough to fledge. As I took 

photos of the nestling, I realized that another 

young bird was perched on a branch a short 

distance from the nest. The calls, however, 

continued from an area of the forest away 

from the nest.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Northern Goshawk chick in nest (NY). 

Photo by Chuck Hundertmark. 

 

 

I stayed some distance from the nest to 

avoid undue disturbance and circled to 

photograph the young birds in better light. 

Because Northern Goshawks are notoriously 

aggressive defenders of the nest, I was 

anticipating an attack by a returning adult 

any minute. I finally reached a spot between 

several tightly packed aspen trunks where 

the lighting and view of the nest were 

excellent. As I photographed the nestling 

and branchling, the calling bird flew in to 

perch not far from the nest tree. Through the 

binoculars, I could see that it was a third 

youngster. As I watched it, a fourth bird 

flew in over my head and perched on front 

of me. Binoculars were not needed to 

confirm it was an adult, from the hint of 

brown in the plumage, likely the female of 

the breeding pair. After allowing a series of 

photos, she left the area. 
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Notes from the Field, cont. 
 

 

Close Encounters, cont. 

 

It was only after recalling the encounter at 

home days later that I realized the overhead 

approach of the female had been the 

expected attack. Only the closeness of the 

aspen trunks around me had prevented a 

more intimate encounter that might have 

removed my cap.  

 

The goshawk was the 10
th
 confirmation for 

the day, and Mountain Chickadees feeding 

fledglings on the hike out gave me the 11
th
 

confirmation for the day and 30
th
 for the 

block.    

 

 

 
 

Agitated Northern Goshawk near nest. 

Photo by Chuck Hundertmark. 

 

 

 

 

 

BluebirdīSwallow Nest Box Kerfuffle 

 

by Ben Bailey 

 

My favorite field story from this year comes 

from Nest Box #1 on Reservoir Hill in 

Pagosa Springs. The last two years, this box 

was occupied by Violet-green Swallows. 

This year, Western Bluebirds arrived first 

and laid 5 eggs in the box. About the time 

the eggs were to hatch, the swallows arrived. 

They tried to occupy the box, but by that 

time two bluebird chicks had already 

hatched. The Violet-green Swallows shoved 

the other eggs aside and tried to occupy the 

box. Consequently, the adult Western 

Bluebirds and Violet-green Swallows both 

fed the bluebirds chicks, who eventually 

fledged successfully. After the chicks 

fledged, both the swallows and bluebirds 

proceeded to lay eggs in the nest box, and 

the bluebirds prevailed. The swallows were 

evicted and a second clutch of Western 

Bluebirds fledged. 

 

 

 
 

Violet-green Swallow in nest box with two Western 

Bluebird chicks and two unhatched bluebird eggs. 

Photo by Ben Bailey. 
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Notes from the Field, cont. 
 

Late Season Breeding Birds 

 

Compiled by Lynn Wickersham 

 

The 2011 breeding bird season was 

somewhat of an anomaly. The cold, wet 

spring weather delayed the arrival of many 

migrants to their breeding grounds, which in 

turn delayed the breeding activities for many 

individuals. Still, some migrants arrived on 

time, and the result was an unusually long 

breeding season. Late breeding dates are 

exactly the kind of information we wish to 

capture for the Atlas. In some cases, late 

breeding activities may change what we 

know about breeding phenology of 

Coloradoôs birds. Here are some of the late 

nesting dates reported from across the state. 

 

 

¶ Barn owl nest with young (NY), 

reported in the Leader-SE and Last 

Chance-NW blocks on 28 

September, by Doug Kibbe. 

 

¶ Broad-tailed Hummingbird nest with 

young (NY), reported at Dry Lake 

Campground (Region 2) on 18 

August, by Tresa and David 

Moulton.  

 

¶ Red-headed Woodpecker (NY), 

reported at Rocky Mountain Arsenal 

National Wildlife Refuge on 15 

August, by Mindy Hetrick.   

 

¶ Violet-green Swallow nest with 

young (NY), reported near the town 

of Morrison, by Mike Henwood (via 

Rob Raker) on 11 September.  

 

 

 
 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird nest with young (NY). 

Photo by Tresa Moulton. 

 

 

¶ White-breasted Nuthatch nest with 

young (NY), reported in the Atwood- 

SE block (Region 22) on 4 

September, by Doug Kibbe.  

 

¶ Dark-eyed Junco nest with young 

(NY), reported in the Mount Elbert-

SE block on 19 August, by Terry 

Rau. 

 

 

Veery on the Western Slope 

 

by Brad Andres 

 

Veery was the highlight breeding bird for 

me in 2011. I had heard Veeries at several 

spots in the Crazy Mountain-SE block and at 

Gothic, and spent a bunch of time trying to 

coax a bird from dense shrubs to try to 

confirm the species, to no avail. On my last 

trip to Crazy Mountain-SE in 2011, I flushed 

a barely-fledged youngster, and an adult 

immediately popped out of a thicket.  

 

Cha-ching! 

 

 

 


