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Message from theroject Manage

Dear Volunteers and Friend of the Atlas:

Congratulations on making it through
another fun and exciting season ofeth
second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas
(COBBAII), and thanks foa job well done!
Sincethe fall of 2008, ©BBAII's database
has almost doubled in size and it is all
because of your hard work and dedication to
this important projectWe are nav more
than halfway through this Syear effort;
and, we have gotten over the hump with at
least 53% of priority blocks assigned.
However, with only 14% of these block
completed, we still have a long way to go to
finish the atlas on time. COBBAIl data

1

Photo byDona Hilkey

conthues to be submitted daily, so these
numbers will only increas before the next
field season.

This issue of the Colorado Bird Atlas
Quarterly is packed full of information on
the progress of the atlas. Find out how your
atlas region fares compared to thst of the
state on page 4. See who's leading the pack
in the Volunteer All Stars race on page 5.
Read further to darn about this issue's
profile species, the Blackeaded Grosbeak,
and get the most updated data on Eurasian
Collareddove expansion in Qorado. Aso
featurel in this issue ian articlesubmitted

by Rick Clawge®n theatlasing activitiest




Brown-capped Rosy Finch on Mount Evans.
Photo by Johmrummond.

Fort Carson Military Reservatiomick is a

Wildlife Biologist at Fort Carson and has
been involved with collecting atlas data
within the Reservation's priority blocks. We
are grateful for Rick and his staff's
participation in the project given the many

hurdles to overcome just to collect the data.

Rounding out this issue issammary of the
late-season Blockbusters and our "Notes
from the Field" section. Also included are
more Haikus inspired by birds, submitted by
Marjorie Joy. What a talented and
enthusiastic group of volunteers we have!

Welcome New Student Assistants

The COBBAII Officehappilywelcomes two
new Fort Lewis College (FLC) students to
its project management team

Breanna Powersis a senior biology major
who acquired a Work Study position with

the Atlas office in September. Breanna has

several seasons of exence working on

bird research projects and recently worked

on a project with Great Gray Owls in

Montana. She has been busy summarizing

data from the website and assisting with
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production of this newsletter since the
semester began. Welcome Breanna!

Cristin Sdaz is a nontraditional student
who already blds a B.S. in Biology from
FLC. She hasnanyyears of experience as
an avian field research assistant, including
work with Blackcapped Vireos
Southwestern Willow Flycatchers, and
Brown-headed CowbirdsWe are happy to
have Cristin helping with the atlas as she
further pursues her academic goals.

Additionally, there are four newpper level
Computer Sciencstudentswvho are picking

up where students left off last semester, to
continue development of ¢lon-line version

of the COBBAII book. They includé&abe
Johnson Jordan Mertes James Mitchell,
and Jeff Stockberger | will be working
closely with these students for the next two
semesters, and look forward to their
progress on the web version of theok.

Last, but not least, | welcome the assistance
of Amy Fry, an administrative assistant with
the Durangebased Animas Biological

Studies (ABS). Amy is also assisting with
data entry andnanagement for COBBAII,
and her efforts and enthusiasm have been
most welcome. Thanks Amy!
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Columbian Sharailed Grouse.
Photo by Nancy Merrill.




Update on Regional Coordinators

In 2009, there has beeme change in our
Regional Coordinator team. h€ryl Day
recently stepped down from her role as
Regional @ordinator for COBBAIl Region
6. Cheryl did a terrific job recruiting
volunteers and organizng data in the
Hotchkiss/Paoniarea and we will miss her
contributions. Thank you Chetyl

Regional Coordinatorpositions are still
vacant in the following COBBII Regions

6, 14, 2025, and 26. If you are interested in
becoming a Regional Coordinator, please
contact meat wickersham_|@fortlewis.edu

Thank You Catherine Ortega

Recently, Project Administrator Catherine
Ortega has left her faculty position at FLC
and thus has stepped down from her role
COBBAII. Catherine's support for the Atlas
has been a driving force in its success for the
past two years, and | thank her for her
endless contributions. Catherine  will
continue to collect atlas data and participate
as a member of the Technical Committee

Barn Owl Photo by Gregg Goodrich.

Call for Nominations COBBAII
Volunteer of the YeaP009

however,on a dayto-day basis, she will be As the calendar year wi
sorely missed. Best of luck Catherine! to honor the Atlas volunteer that has gone
above and beyond the cal
right, itdés time to nom
Thanks to allCOBBAIl volunteers, field AVol unt eer of the Yearo.
helpers, Regional Coordinators and  be active participants of COBBAII that have
members of the Technical Committee for all  contributed significantly to the project in
of your efforts. Without you, the project  2009. | encourage anyone to nominate the
would not enjoy itssuccess. | hope you will  volunteer of their choice by emailing me the
all continue your involvement with the  name of the nominee along with a written
Atlas. justification for  your nomination,
summarizing their contributions to the
project. Email your nominations to
Good Birding! Wickersham|@fortlewis.edy no later than
December 15200®. AVolunt eer of

Lynn Wickersham
COBBAII Statewide Project Manager

will be announced in th&V/inter Edition of
the Quarterly Newsletter
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Summarnyf Volunteer Effort

Table 1.Comparison of COBBAII summary statistics between September of 2008 and“2009.

Summary Statistic Sep2008 Sep2009 % Change
No. Blocks Assigned 762 973 +28%
No. Blocks with Datd& 817 1,371 +68%
No. BlocksComplete 34 260 +664%
No. Block Effort Hours 8,336 16,839 +102%0
No. Data Submissions 42,035 80,965 +93%
No. Species Reported 265 277 +5%
No. Species Confirmed 230 244 +6%

# Includesnon-priority blocks.
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Summary of COBBA Il Data Per Region

Region No. Priority | No. Blocks % B_Iocks No. Species| No. _Specigs % Species
Blocks Assigned | Assigned | Recorded | Confirmed” | Confirmed
1 12 19 26 152 103 68
2 32 30 94 141 121 86
3 64 31 48 158 119 75
4 60 50 83 160 116 73
5 108 53 49 150 114 76
6 28 22 79 147 79 54
7 48 43 90 170 134 79
8 76 42 55 133 83 62
9 64 34 53 167 109 65
10 76 54 71 163 128 79
11 60 49 82 167 135 84
12 32 24 75 120 97 81
13 76 50 66 160 116 73
14 76 21 28 140 65 46
15 104 82 79 173 97 56
16 72 71 99 200 151 76
17 116 96 83 192 157 82
18 32 26 81 168 115 68
19 44 39 89 179 122 68
20 56 14 25 130 64 49
21 32 5 16 98 27 28
22 128 23 18 115 68 59
23 64 23 36 64 42 66
24 112 40 36 179 99 55
25 64 14 22 79 41 52
26 128 18 14 121 58 48
ALL 1,824 973 53% 277 244 88%




Volunteer All Stars Volunteers with 5i 10 blocks:

SusanAllerton
Brad Andres
Debbie Barnes
a s ¥asogBeasdn i s é

With most of the data from COBBAII
s e as o nirs hefe's e latest update on
Volunteer All Stas. The leader for the
hi ghest number owWwellbl ocks

it's a tie between: Jim Beatty
Steve Boyle
Dan Bridges
DougKibbe Lori Brummer
Barb Byron
and

Francis Commercon

: . Jacob Cooper
Hugh & Urling Kingery

Jeff Dawson
Bill and Cheryl Day
Doug and Hugh and Urling haveeen Ken Ecton
assigned to47 priority atlas blocks barely Donna Emmons
edging out past leadeGoen Dexter and Dave Hallock
Brenda Wright, with 46 blocks Here's how Mike Henwood
the rest of the field measures.up Dona Hilkey
Marjorie Joy
Steve King
Volunteers with 217 30 blocks: Dave Leatherman
Randy Lentz
o Allison Hilf Tony Leukering
John Drummond Gary Matthews

Tom McConnell
Melissa Miller
Jeannie Mitchell
Duane Nelson
Tom Parchman

e Kim Potter

Volunteers with 11 20 blocks:

e Alex Brown Terry Rau

¢ Mackenzie Goldthwait Chuck Reichert

e Gregg Goodrich Randall Sebert

e Chuck Hundertmark John Toolen

e Steve Jones Linda Vidal

o Ron ITambeth Karen von Saltza
e Jim Liewer Mark Yaeger

e Paul Opler Lynn Wickersham
[ ]

George Steele Yampa ValleyBird Club




Volunteer All Stars, cont.

Top 10 Volunteer Effort Hours:

1. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 1,824
2. Chuck Hundertmark 911
3. Hugh & Urling Kingery 849
4. Kim Potter 741
5. Steve Jones 534
6. Ken Ecton 525
Green Heron.
7. George Steele 501 Photo byMary Keithler.
8. Terry Rau 493
9. Doug Kibbe 489 Top 10 Volunteer No. Species Reported:
10.Dan Bridges 488
1. Hugh & Urling Kingery 193
2. Chuck Hundertmark 185
3. Doug Kibbe 177
4. Coen Dexter &8Brenda Wright 174
5. John Drummond 173
Steve Jones 173
6. Tony Leukering 169
7. Kim Potter 159
8. George Steele 157
o S 9. Tom McConnell 144
B il o nes 10. Alex Brown 140
Top 10 Volunteer Data Submissions:
1. Hugh & Urling Kingery 5,057
2. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 3,699
3. Chuck Hundertmark 2,867
4. Doug Kibbe 2,192
5. Kim Potter 2,100
6. John Drummond 1,692
7. Paul Opler 1,433
8. Allison Hilf 1,399
9. George Steele 1,315
10. Alex Brown 1,172 Yellow-headed Blackbird.

Photo by Dona Hilkey.




Species Profile:
Black-headed Grosbheak

By Catherine Ortega

Black-headed Grosbeaks Plieucticus
melanocephalysare thought to be among
the most adaptable North American
Neotropicalmigrants. They occupy a wide
diversity of habitats, and as long as they
have adequate cover, they appear to be
tolerant of human disturbance.

Black-headed Grosbeaks breed throughout
the western United States into southwestern
Canada (Fig. 1) and into Mieo. They
winter almost entirely within Mexico.

M fbovs 100

M =30-100

M =10-30
W=3-10
H=1-3

[ 005-1

[] Nene Cauntad

Fig. 1. Relative abundance (1982003) and summer
distribution of Blackheaded Grosbeaks. Breeding
Bird Survey, USGS.

Black-headed Grosbeaks are closely related
to Rosebreasted GrosbeakgPheucticus
ludovicianug and have, at times by some
authorities, been considered the same
species. There is very little overlap in
distribution, but within the narrow zone of
overlap, hybridization does occur.To my
knowledge, the reproductive fitnes$ the
hybrids is not known.

Black-headedsrosbealkat nest
Photo byCatherine Ortega

One of the reasons that Blabkaded
Grosbeak populations have historically done
well is because they seem to prefer edge
habitat, which continues to increase with
development. They construct their nests in a
variety of shrubs, trees, and vines. There is
a curious degree of individual variation in
nest construction, making it both difficult to
describe for the species and difficult to
identify in the field without the parent(s)
present. The nests can be so thin that the
eggs show from below, or they cae very
bulky. They can be made of dark twigs or
light grasses. | have even seen some Black
headed Grosbeak nests decorated with
purple lupine flowers on the outside.

They also eat a variety of food items,
including insects, spiders, fruits and seeds,
obtained by numerous foraging strategies.
Therefore, Blackeaded Grosbeaks can be
considered generalists, which should place
them at lower risk for population declines.




Their more recent regional and Colorado
declining trends (but statistically neon
significant) should be monitored (Table 1).
Surveywide, their populations between
2004 and 2007 seem to be doing better, with
a significant positive trend of 3.3%
changel/year, but this went down to a
negative, but nowignificant, trend between
2006 and Q07 { 0.8% change).

As is the case with all species, the Colorado
Breeding Bird Atlas Il project will provide
information that may be wuseful in
determining trends on a more local scale

(Fig. 2).

Table 1. Trends for Blackheaded Grosbealin
Colorado ad USFWS Region &rom the Breeding
Bird Survey.

Location/ % Change/
P-value
Year Year

Colorado

19662007 2.8 0.01
19661979 3.7 0.14
198032007 4.5 0.03
20042007 -1.9 0.73
20052007 -0.8 0.25
20062007 -6.8 0.65
USFWS Region 6

19662007 3.3 0.00
19661979 5.3 0.03
198032007 3.7 0.00
20042007 -1.6 0.64
20052007 0.1 0.99
20062007 -2.4 0.79

Braading Slatus
Ohserved
Passible
Frobable
Confirmed
Mot reported

E'f"'.

Fig. 2. Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas Il data entered
for Black-headed Grosbeak as of September, 2009.

Rosebreasted Grosbeak in Hayden, Coloradose
breasted Grosbeaks are known to hybridize with
Black-headed GrosbeakBhoto by Nancy Merrill.




Dodging Clouds of Pinyon Gnats with

Sounds of Artillery Fire in the
Background: Surveying on Fort
Carson

By Rick Clawge

Atlasing activities on Fort Carson Military
ReservationFt. Carsonywere in full swing

i n 20009. The -abre rhgsé s
coversparts ofthreecounties and all or part
of nine USGS quadrangles. Habitats on Ft.
Carson are diverse, ranging from shortgrass
prairie and foothill shrublands at lower
elevations to montane woodlands of
pinyon/juniper, oak, and Ponderosa pine.
Small wetland and riparian areas also
provide suitable breeding sites for many bird
species.

Ft. Carson biologists with the Directorate of
Public Works Wildlife Office are the
primary observers. We receive and compile
additional observations from other Ft.
Carson st and volunteers. Soldiers in the
Ar myoés Warrior i n
assist Ft. Carson biologists in
monitoring and other activities.

bird

Surveying thus far has been focused on the
SE priority blocks, but observations made in
other blocks are recded and entered in the
Atlas database. Observations are made
during specific atlasing visits, but other
activities also provide data, such as breeding
season monitoring of Burrowing Owls,
Golden Eagles, and Mountain Plovers,
grassland bird monitoring, dnincidental
observations recorded while performing
other activities.

Highlights in 2009 included two active
Golden Eagle nests, a Mountain Plover nest
with eggs in a prairie dog colony, and
numerous  juvenile  Burrowing  Owl
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observations.  Biologists obsede a
Cooper6s Hawk with a
its talons within a large prairie dog colony in
April. A Curve-billed Thrasher nest with 4
eggs was found in a large cholla in mid
June; thrashers (perhaps the same pair)
nested in the same cholla in 2008. Black
throated Sparrows were seen and heard in
two different areas, and fledglings were seen
in one_of these areas.

137,000
Besides the steep canyons, rattlesnakes, and
abundant cact there are additional
challenges foratlasers on Ft. Carson. All
activities on traimg lands must be
coordinated weeks in advance. Some areas
are oftlimits, and others are available only
for short periods of time. Despite these
challenges, Ft. Carson biologists have
recorded 116 species for Atlas Il, and hope
to increase that number thugh additional
surveys.

program al so

Curvebilled Thrasher nest on Ft. Carson.
Photo by Rick Clawges.

Participantsincluded Alex Aquino, Rick
Bunn, Chris Caris, Rick Clawges, SFC
David Davis, Bobby Day, SFC Paul Ellis,
April  Estep, James Kulbeth, Kara
Lewantowicz Steve Navakuku, Nina
Nedrow, Erin Parks, Tracy Perfors, Roger
Peyton, Krystal Phillips
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