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Message from thBroject Manage

The second field season of the Colorado
Breeding Bird Atlas IIProject (COBBAII)
hascome to a completigrandl
more pleased with the effort put forth by our
diverse team of volunteerd\tlasers have
signed up for over 40% of the priority
blocks statewide, and have so far recorded
over 42,000 observations during more than
8,000 hours of field workAlthough there
are still outstanding data records that have
yet to be entered into the electronic
databae, it is evident that significant
progress has been made on COBBAII in
2008. For those of you who still have atlas
data to submit, | encourage you enter your
data into the database as soon as possible.
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c oul dn dlockbbsees/rendezvous throughout

Female Lesser Goldfinch on nest.
Photo by Sherman Wing.

In 2008, volunteers prticipated in atlas
the
state. The purpose of blockbusteris to
gather a group of atlass to work a block or
multiple blocks in a short period of time,
with the hopes of completing the block(s).
These events can be beneficial in many
ways Blocks can be completed effectively
and efficiently in relatively short perisdf
time, andbirdersmeet birderdrom around
the state gain new friends and learn from
each otheroés
each of the 2008 COBBAII
blockbusters/rendezvous amesented on
page7 ( Z008BlockbusterRoundup ) .

experiences



Message from the Project

Manage, cont.

COBBAII Regional Coordinators have done
a fabulous job of recruiting and training
volunteers, organizing field effort, and
encouraging and reviewing atlas data
During the last quarterwe 0 v e
changein our Regional Coordinator team.
Connie Kogler recently stepped down from
her role as Regional Coordinator for
COBBAIl Region 15. Connie did a terrific

job keeping volunteers and data organized

the FortCollins/Greely region, and we will

miss her contributiong’hank you Connie!

| am pleased to announce, however, that
Doug Kibbe and Mackenzie Goldthwait will
be replacing Connie as new -Begional
Coordinators in Region 15. Doug and
Mackenzie are workip almost 50 priority
atlas blockssombinedand bring a wealth of
knowledge and experience to the project.
Doug has participated in ateEsin numerous
other states and is currently working on over
100 species accounts for the Vermont
Breeding Bird AtlasWe welcome Doug and
Mackenzie to the atlas team andskwithem
luck in their new roles!

|l candt say t tb £OBBAll
volunteers, Regional Coordinators and
members of the Technical Committee for all
of your efforts. Without you, the project
would ot enjoyits successl hope you will

all continue your involvement with the
project.Keep up thdantasticwork!!

GoodBirding!

Lynn Wickersham
COBBAII StatewideProject Manager

had

e n Yeary hvill

BaltimoreOriole ait_hummingbird feeder.
Photo byVic Zerbi.

Call for Nominations COBBAII
Volunteer of the Year

Int he s pi rmabnounihg afcall for, | 6
nomi nati ons for COBBA|
iVol unt eer dNbmineekl shouMe ar 0 .

be active participants of COBBAII that have
contributed significantly to the project in
2008. | encourage aogie to nominate the
volunteerof their choice by emailing me the
name of the nominee along with a written
justification (<1 page) for your nominatipn
summarizing their contributions to the
project Email your nominations to
Wickersham_L @drtlewis.edy no later than
November 30, 20Q8iVolunteer of the
be announced in the next
Quarterly Newsletter in December 2008.

Yellow Warbler nest with eggs.
Photo byDave Leathermn.
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Summary of Volunteer Effort

Spring 08

Summer 08

Fall 08

No. of Priority Blocks

1,824

1,824

1,824

No. of Volunteers

<300

311

368

No. of Blocks Assigned

638

717

762

No. of Blocks Assigned (Web)*

488

606

697

No. of Blocks with Data*

485

609

817

No. of Blocks Complete*

8

11

34

No. of Block Effort Hours*

3,742

5,107

8,336

Total Auto Miles*

41,193

62,388

103924

Total Data Submissions*

19,359

27,627

42,035

No. of Species Reported*

253

262

265

No. of Species Confirmed*

207

213

230

T S _.':' - e e - Block Ownership
am mm s = om """ m_m mmmEm
- u L] Il:-'—- m - = mm B |I - ':hNnEd
== an annann mmm mm omm  Tm = am L] L oEm
L T T o . |:| Unowned
- :-l-'lll . Lh ] -----:E-:.:'- l-l:::.:':: "
. LTI LTI I L e
- N '.:'- : J U (smmmmmm g== == mmu= =
:--.:- mEN mEd Sesms | mmmmm = smEEEN u -
e el et =7 === mqmmmomE
- " Am -.:. --::. ....--.-- -
m omw ] EEam EEmmm -::- =
BN Sl P = R B
SEHH : :

*Based on data entered into the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website (as of 9/30/08).




Summary of Volunteer Effort, cont.
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*Based on data entered into the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website (as of 9/30/08).




Summary of COBB Il DataPer Region

Region No. Priority | No. I_3Iocks % B_Iocks No. Species| No. Specie*s % Species
Blocks Assigned | Assigned | Recorded | Confirmed” | Confirmed
1 72 17 24% 140 75 54%
2 32 30 94% 141 118 84%
3 64 22 34% 139 76 55%
4 60 43 2% 143 81 57%
5 108 45 32% 134 94 710%
6 28 22 79% 110 46 42%
I 48 37 7% 157 112 71%
8 76 35 46% 114 67 59%
9 64 29 45% 157 80 51%
10 76 37 49% 149 100 67%
11 60 37 62% 160 117 713%
12 32 20 63% 119 79 66%
13 76 38 50% 144 96 67%
14 76 12 16% 117 50 43%
15 104 47 45% 153 7/ 50%
16 72 71 9% 183 133 73%
17 116 82 71% 184 143 78%
18 32 24 5% 149 87 58%
19 44 22 50% 156 86 55%
20 56 11 20% 93 27 2%
21 32 5 16% 82 21 26%
22 128 20 16% 100 55 55%
23 64 13 20% 24 6 25%
24 112 22 20% 168 81 48%
25 64 8 13% 62 30 48%
26 128 14 11% 105 28 27%

"Based on data entered in the Cornell data entry wedsibé9/30/08.




VolunteerAll Sars

COBBAII All Stars havegone above and

beyondthe call of duty to make this project
a successWhile the Project Management
team acknowledges the contributions to all

our vol unteer s,

acknowledge the contributions of

following volunteers.

Volunteers working in 30i 40 blocks:

e Coen Dexter
e Doug Kibbe
e Brenda Wright

Volunteersworking in 21i 30 blocks:

e John Drummond
¢ Kim Potter

Volunteersworking in 11i 20 blocks:

Allison Hilf
Steve Jones
Hugh Kingery
Urling Kingery
Ron Lambeth
George Steele

Least TernPhoto by Dona Hilkey.

® 6 & 6 o o o o oo o o o o o o o o o O o O o O o o o o o oo o oo O°o oo o

Volunteersworking in 5i 10 blocks:

Susan Allerton

Brad Andres
iDébbie Bhrfes especi al ly
Jason Beason

Jim Beatty

Steve Boyle

Dan Bridges

Alex Brown

Lori Brummer
Charlie Chase

Ken Ecton

Fran Enright
Mackenzie Goldthwait
Gregg Goodrich
Dave Hallock

Mike Henwood
Dona Hilkey

Chuck Hundertmark
Bill Kaempfer

Steve King

Dave Leatherman
Gary Lefko

Randy Lentz

Tony Leulering

Jim Liewer

Gary Matthews
Tom McConnell
Melissa Miller

Paul Morey

Duane Nelson

Paul Opler

Tom Parchman
John Toolen

Karen von Saltza
Yampa Valley Bird Club




Volunteer AllISars, cont.

Top 10 Volunteer Effort Hours:

1. Coen Dexter/Brenda Wright 1,158
2. Kim Potter 578
3. Hugh& Urling Kingery 512
4. Chuck Hundertmark 479
5. Ken EctoriDave Leatherman 420
6. Allison Hilf 316
7. Doug Kibbe 288
8. George Steele 282
9. John Drummond 278
10.Dan Bridges 276

Plumbeous Vireo re with young
Photo byZell Lundberg

Top 10 Volunteer Data Submissions:

© NGO~ ®DNE

Hugh & Urling Kingery 2,942
Coen Dexter/Brenda Wrigh®,057

Kim Potter 1,728
Chuck Hundertmark 1,651
Allison Hilf 1,399
Doub Kibbe 1,265
John Drummond 1,196
Tony Leukering 916
. George Steele 785

10 Ken EctoriDave Leatherman 772

Young Northern SawVhet Owl.
Photo by Glenn Walbek.

Top 10 Volunteer No. Species Reported:

1. Hugh& Urling Kingery 180
2. ChuckHundertmark 174
3. Tony Leukering 169
4. Coen Dexter/Brenda Wright 161
5. John Drummond 159
6. Kim Potter & Steve Jones (tied) 158
7. Doug Kibbe 148
8. George Steele 141
9. Allison Hilf 136

10. Ken EctoiDave Leatherman 135

Young male American Kestrel in nest bo:
Photo byAllison Hilf.




2008BlockbusteiRoundup

Region 1 Ripple Creek Priority Block

Rio Blanco County, 1822 June This block also has portions thate within

the Big Fish fire boundary, a large wildfire
that occurred in 2002 and left several

by Mary Cunningham :
thousand acresf burned spruce/fir forest.

On a cool, clear weekend in June o080 o _
17 participants gathered for a weekend Highlights of the trip were many. For

blockbuster of birding in the Ripple Creek ~ campers, Northern Flicker and Tree
Atlas block, approximately 40 miles east of ~ SWallow nests in aspen trees just above the

Meeker, Colorado in the beautiful White Pitched tents provided entertainment as
River Valley. The majority of the birders watched the adults entering and
participants camped at the Himes Peak exiting their cavities. Té courtship display

Campground orthe Blanco Ranger District ~ Of the Broadtailed Himmingbird also

of the White River National ForeStVRNF), provided an entertainment highlight.

while other participants were summer _ , ,
employees living at the nearby privately Birders werealso excited to observe a pair

owned Rio Blanco Ranch. Participants ©f Barrowos Goldeneye or
included several 1$. Forest Service located on Rio Blanco RanciBar r owo s
employees, local Ranch employeesl dour Goldeneye, a cavity nester, was first

children ranging in age from five to eight. ~ documented nesting in the Flat Tops
Skill levels ranged from beginning to Wilderness Area(FTWA) during the first
experienced birders. Breeding Bird Atlas effort in the early

199006s. This waterfowl !
resident of the FWA, rearing broods in

many of the potholes found above 10,000

feet. This pair wa presumably waiting for

the lakes on top to thaw, which did not occur

until later in July due to a late spring.

Observers also documented Warbling
Vireo nest building, &VesternTanager and
a chipping sparrow carrying food and heard
the songs of the rangecrowned warbler
singing from the willow riparian habitat and
the Cordilleran Hycatcher in a nearby
spruce/fir stand.

Participants of the Ripple Creek Blockbuste

Thirty-threespecies were observed over the ~Mary Cunningham, a wildlife biologist on

weekendincluding10 possible, 16 probable ~ the WRNF, was the coordinator of the
and 7 confirmed. Habitats included Ripple Creek Atlas Blockbuster weekend

Engelmann sprucsdbalpine fir, aspen with help from Kim Potter and Natasha

mountain shrub, willow/riparian, open water ~ G0€dert, also WRNF biologists.
(lakes and ponds) and mountain grassland.
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2008 Blockbuster Roundup, cont.

Region 2: Bears Ears PeakBuck Point
and Quaker MountainPriority Blocks
Routt and Moffatcounties, 26i 29 June

By Allison Hilf

The Region 2 Rendezvous hosted by
Technical Committee member Robert
Skorkowsky was a huge succésand loads

of fun. Participanténcluded:

Robert Skorkowsky Lynn Wickersham
KarenBaud David Baud

Olivia Baud Mia Baud

Dee Bolten Allison Hilf

Tom Litteral Nancy Merril
David Moulton Tresa Moulbn
Marilyn Palmer Pat Rice

Liza Rossi Lisa Williams

We were very fortunate to gain access to
California Parka biologically rich area with

a high density of nestingandhill Cranes
and tremendas elk herds, as the park is
closed to the public from May 1 to July 1.
Although we were only about 20 miles north
of Hayden, we felt like we were in paradise.
Robert arranged for us to stay at the
California Park Ranger Station, so we
werenot e hing citt duty in the u g
wilderness. We had bunkeds, indoor
plumbing, and a full kitchen.

The Rendezvous began with an informal

Atlas training session on Thursday
afternoon, led by Lynn Wickersham.
Afterwards, some of the group began

preparing Thursday nighd s f east ,
went to find EIvis
tree behind the Ranger Statior).6 m
convinced anyone ever found Elvis, but we
did find a pair of Mountain Bluebisd

carrying food in and out of a nest hole. This

9

Female Broadailed Hummingbird on nest.
Photo by Allison Hilf.

group enjoyed bding, but it also liked to

cook (and eat). So, after a few too many of

Li sabs Espresso Browni e:
work off some of our dinner. Robert led us

on a hike to the top of a hill,verlooking a

beautiful meadowMesmerized, we watched

herds of elk soll out from the aspen forest

into vast open meadows.

Fridayos activities
breakfast, including
sausage, and ended with an owling trip. In
between, we saw lots of birds and learned a
lot about atlagmg. Some of thebirding
highlights included finding two (possibly
three) Purple Martin colonies; hearing
several pairs of Sandhill Cranes announce
themselves with raucous territorial calls at
dawn and dusk (and watching the
excitement on the ,faces
Olivia and Mia); finding a Spotted
Sandpiper nest with 4 eggs; hearing a
supposed Boreal Owl, that turned out to be a
winnowing Common Snipe; and watching

the various courtship activés of a resident

Rajk of Tyae Balows that favored the

beg
Rob

( yflgggo’le aboyeqou _@'cniq tables, gome ef| i s o

no?f

ur sightings remain unresolved like the
Immature Golden Eagle observed on several
occasions. Was it a recent fledgling? We
could see a huge used nest on a cliff édge




2008 Blockbuster Roundup, cont.

but we could not be ceih whether or not it
was recently used and whether or not the
bird we were seeing could habeen from
that specific nestHence, Robert offered to
try and check the nest location earlier next
year--- via snowmobile!!

Perhaps the most telling sign ahe
Rendezvousd success
group was planning on leaving Saturday, but
stayed until Sunday. Several of us have
already started discussing possibilities for
another Rendezvous in NW Colorado next
year. We hope you will join us.

P S Dot a

Dusky Grouse chick. Photo by David Moulton

Region8: Cannibal Plateau and North
Pass Priority Blocks, Hinsdale
Saguachecounties, 18i 20 July

and

by Lori Brummer

There's no better place to be in summer than
the Colorado high country, and that is where
the participants of the 2008 Region 8

Blockbuster found themselv&®m July 18

20. Friday afternoon arrivals to the Cannibal

Plateau block, Coen Dexter, Brenda Wright,

Howard and Judy Kennedy, and Lori and

Joe Brummer, waited out afternoon

thunderstorms to deomeevening atlaing.
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Things wereoff to a great start with the
discovery of aSpotted Sandpiper loudly
protecting its fledglings, &Ruby-crowned
Kinglet carrying food, and a cow moose and
yearling feeding in one of the popular
fishing holes at Deer Lakes. Later that
evening, Jeremy Mizel and Lynn
Wickersham joined us at the campground.

We were a little surprised the next morning
itogwake HpAtq ice pgnythepicnig tables. Fhe
day warmed pleasantly, though and after
John Stump arrived, we split into three
groups to cover the block. Located tea$
Lake City, the Cannibal Plateau block is in
Hinsdale Countyand manges in elevation
from 9,68011,085 feet Habitats include
spruce/fir and mixed aspen forest, high
elevation willow carr, montane grassland,
and a few small streams and lakes.
Sat us lights includel a pair ofPine
Grosbeaks, #ermit Thrush building a nest,
Lincoln's andSong Sparrow fledglings, and

a Greerailed Towhee nest with a newly
hatched bird and 2 eg¢see phota)Perhaps
the most unusual bird was &Vestern
Kingbird, hanging out at an elevation higher
than expectedWe observed45 speciesand
confirmed 24, with 6 probable and 15
possible With 92% of the target species
seen and over 50% confirmed, the Cannibal
Plateau block was considered complete.

Saturday afternoonLynn, Joe, and Lori
headed east over Losi®s Pass towards the
Cochetopa Hills and the North Pass quad.
Located in Saguache County, tRerth Pass
priority block ranges in elevation from 8,720
to 9,880 feetand includesponderosa pine
mixed aspen, montan grassland, and
riparianhabitats The first evening we found
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet feeding fledglings
and a Darkeyed dinco nest with eggs, and
listened toCommon Nghthawks booming
above the ridgeliné€early Sundaymornng




2008 Blockbuster Roundup, cont.

we found a Cooper'sHawk nest with 2
young. Most of the rest of the morning was
spent in a beautiful stand of ponderosa pine
and the riparian area along LugeCreek.
There were birds everywhereMountain
Bluebirds were bathing in the creekand
Western Bluebirds were sallying in the
meadows from perches in the ponderosa.
Greentailed Towhees, House Wrers,
Northern Flickers, American  Rbin
fledglings a n d a very
sparrowwere using the willowsandPygmy
Nuthatches Olive-sided Flycatches, Hairy
Woodpeckes, Williamson's 8psuckes,
Cl ar ko6s Nutcrackers
imitating a Redtailed Hawk were observed
in the ponderosa pinén mixed aspen forest,
we saw aWhite-breasted\Nuthatchfeeding
fledglings, followed a Rd-napedSapsucler
around and listened to the songWgstern
Wood-pewees echo through the woods.

Greentailed Towhee nest with 2 eggs and new
hatched youngPhoto byLynn Wickersham

Despite a delightful morning of birding, we
felt we missed several early season nesters
and that a return trip in late June/early July
would be necessary to mplete the block.
Statistics from the website supported our
feelings Of 35 species seen, we confedh
13andobsened81% of the target species.
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Region 8 & 14: Laughlin Guich, Lime
Creek and Lookout Mountain Priority
Blocks, Saguach€ounty, 21 22 June

By Lynn Wickersham

A small but enthusiastic group gathered in
the foothills southwest of Saguache to Atlas
three priority blocks on June 21 and 22.
Participants included myselSusan Linner,
Roger Grimshaw, John Stump, and Terry
Rau. Susan, Roger and | dea camp on
S Y4 2 npP;spfenthe,pgeekendywhich
offered lovely views of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains and plenty of resident birds. We
met John and Terry earlyaturdaymorning
ang Bead%g to the Lgppr@léprrlcgltg block 4 y
There, @minant habitatanclude montane
grasslands and pinyganiper woodlands;
however, the block also containsa small
wetland with perennial pond and suitable
cliffs for nesting raptors. We observed 25
species, with 15 possible, 4 probable and 6
confirmed breeders A highlight of the
morning was the wetland where we
confirmed Redwvinged Blackbird and Song
Sparrow and observednumerous other
species includingDusky Flycatcher.Other
highlights included aGreentailed Towhee
nest with3 eggsand aGoldenEagle soaring
above a cliffband on which two large stick
nests were locatedNumerous old but intact
Black-billed Magpie nests and one Bushtit
nest confirmed breeding for those species.

Saturday afternoon, we moved to the
Lookout Mountain blockconsistingmosly

of sprucefir and asperforest. The afternoon
lull in singing slowed our progress, although
we saw Warbling Vireos, Rubycrowned
Kinglets, Yellowrumped Warblers, Dark
eyed Juncos and Pine Siskins. A Cordilleran
Flycatcher and Orangeowned Warbler
were also observed.




