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COBBAII Progress: Season 4 
 

Greetings Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II 

(COBBAII) volunteers and friends:   

 

Finally, it is summer in Colorado!  Although 

migration appeared to begin on time this 

year, things seemed to stall by mid-May, 

presumably a result of numerous spring 

storms.  While all the migrants finally 

arrived on territory, it seems as though 

breeding activities may have been initiated a 

bit late this year, especially in the mid- to 

high- elevations.  The resulting advantage to 

atlasersðmore time in July and August to 

collect atlas data this year!!!!  

 

With Season 4 of COBBAII well under way, 

there has been a surge of activity from 

volunteers across the state, working 

diligently to complete their blocks.  The 

number of assigned blocks has increased by 

almost 20% since this time last year, while 

the number of completed blocks has risen by 

almost 150% (Table 1, page 3)!  Still, we 

have a long way to go, with a goal of 

collecting data in all 1,824 priority blocks.  

Although progress on COBBAII has steadily 

increased since its initiation in 2007, it is 

clear we have to work very hard to bring this 

project successfully to completion.  Block 

assignments are strong in the north-central 

and southwest portions of the state; 

however, there are still many unassigned 

blocks on the Eastern Plains and in 

northwestern Colorado (Figure 1a, page 3).  

Although block completion is still rather 

low, many blocks that appear as incomplete 
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Barn Swallow nest with young (NY).  
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were close to completion at the end of 2009.  

Thus, we should make great strides this 

season completing a higher percentage of 

blocks than in prior years.  In addition to 

priority blocks, the Atlas Office has received 

a large amount of incidental data from non-

priority blocks, particular nest records or 

reports of rare species or species that are 

difficult to detect (Figure 1b).  These 

observations are extremely valuable to the 

COBBAII dataset, and I encourage anyone 

with nest records or rare species reports to 

submit their data to the Atlas Office via the 

ñIncidental Observation Formò.   

 

In this issue of the Colorado Bird Atlas 

Quarterly, find out how volunteer effort in 

your Atlas Region is progressing (page 4) 

and which volunteers are leading the ñAll 

Starsò race (page 6).  Further, learn more 

about the Long-billed Curlew in this issueôs 

ñSpecies Profileò section.  Read about your 

fellow atlasers adventures from the field 

(page 12).  Finally, test your field skills by 

taking the Fledgling ID Quiz (page 18). 

 

As a reminder to all volunteers, you are able 

to track the progress of the atlas at any time 

from the Data Entry Website, available at 

http://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/CO/. The 

website is updated every evening to reflect 

data that has been entered that day.  I 

encourage you to view the overall progress 

of the project as well as the current and past 

species distribution maps on the ñView 

Resultsò page.  As you review the results, 

know that your efforts have contributed 

significantly to the success to the atlas.  

Also, I would like to re-emphasize the 

importance of timely data entry and 

submittal of field cards.  With todayôs 

technology, we have the advantage of 

tracking the progress of the project on a 

daily basis.  To fully understand how much 

data we have collected and how much more 

work we have to put forth, we rely almost 

entirely on the website database.  Thus, it is 

imperative that volunteers enter their data 

promptly after each field season.  

Additionally, volunteers are REQUIRED  to 

submit their hard copy Daily Field Cards to 

the Atlas Office at the end of each season.   

 

As I bid you farewell (for now) and head 

back into the field, Iôd like to once again 

express my gratitude to all volunteers, 

Regional Coordinators, and members of the 

Technical Committee for all of your hard 

work and dedication to COBBAII.  I cannot 

thank you enough for a job well done!  

 

Good birding, 

 

Lynn Wickersham 

COBBA II Project Manager 

Great Horned Owl branching (FL), with siblings 

looking on (NY).  Photo by Charlie Appleton 

http://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/CO/
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Table 1. Comparison of COBBAII summary statistics between June of 2009 and 2010. 

 

Summary Statistic    June 2009    June 2010 % Change 

No. Blocks Assigned 893 1,063 +19% 

No. Blocks with Data 
a
 1,152 1,746 +52% 

No. Blocks Complete 150 362 +141% 

No. Block Effort Hours  13,227 18,549 +40% 

Total Auto Miles 160,494     269,825     +68% 

No. Data Submissions 65,391     102,100     +56% 

No. Species Reported 271     285     +5% 

No. Species Confirmed 239     245     +3% 
 

a Includes non-priority blocks. 
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Figure 1.  Map of a) Block Assignments, and b) Block Completion for the Colorado Breeding 

Bird Atlas II Project, 2007ï2010.  
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Summary of COBBAII Data Per Region
 

Atlas data per region are shown in Table 1 

(next page).  To date, Region 17 (South of 

Denver, Limon) is in the lead for the highest 

number of completed atlas blocks (43) and 

number of species recorded (200).  Regional 

Coordinator Hugh Kingery is running a tight 

ship with volunteers to insure completion (or 

near completion) of the region by 2011.  The 

highest number of species confirmed (161) 

has been set by Region 16 (Denver, 

Boulder) volunteers, under the direction of 

Regional Coordinator Steve Jones.  Region 

2 (Steamboat Springs) continues to 

dominate the highest percentage of species 

confirmed (82%) largely as a result of the 

hard work by Regional Coordinator Allison 

Hilf.  Keep up the good work everyone! 

 

 

 

 
 

Killdeer nest with eggs (NE). 

Photo by Tamie Bulow. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1`.  Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas II Regions. 

 June 2008 June 2009 
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Summary of COBBAII Data Per Region, cont. 
 

Region 
No. Priority 

Blocks 

No. Blocks 

Assigned 

No. Blocks 

Completed 

No. Species 

Recorded
*
 

No. Species 

Confirmed
*
 

% Species 

Confirmed 

1 72 22   6 156 105 67% 

2 32 27 17 145 123 85% 

3 64 35 19 164 124 76% 

4 60 42 17 163 119 73% 

5 108 45   2 163 122 75% 

6 28 21   5 156   86 55% 

7 48 48 34 175 136 78% 

8 76 44 18 142   94 66% 

9 64 34 10 173 114 66% 

10 76 54 24 171 133 78% 

11 60 56 18 170 137 81% 

12 32 28   8 132   97 73% 

13 76 56 16 166 117 70% 

14 76 39   4 153   81 53% 

15 104 86 38 186 111 60% 

16 72 70 21 213 161 76% 

17 116 107 43 200 156 78% 

18 32 22   2 179 120 67% 

19 44 31   7 192 131 68% 

20 56 17   1 138   68 49% 

21 32 8   1 115   38 33% 

22 128 30   6 126   73 58% 

23 64 32   5 78   44 56% 

24 112 59 29 185 100 54% 

25 64 25   9 102   51 50% 

26 128 25   2 129   64 50% 

ALL  1,824 1,063 362 285 245 86% 

 

Table 1.  Summary of COBBAII data per region.  
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Volunteer All Stars Update 
 

by Lynn Wickersham 

 

The COBBAII Volunteer All Star race is 

again heating up!  Who will log the highest 

number of blocks assigned and completed, 

the highest number of effort hours, and the 

highest number of species by the time the 

Atlas is complete?  At the mid-point of 

COBBAII Season 4, the top spot for the 

number of atlas blocks assigned goes toé 

 

Doug Kibbe 

 

To date, Doug has signed up for 59 priority 

atlas blocks and has been instrumental in 

filling in the large gaps in block assignments 

and completions on the Eastern Plains, often 

crushing the species lists from the first 

Atlas!  In addition, Doug has worked closely 

with Mackenzie Goldthwait on her 23 Atlas 

blocks; thus, Doug has assisted with more 

than 80 priority blocks!  Anyone else think 

Doug deserves a medal??? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hereôs how the rest of the Volunteer All 

Stars measure up so far in Season 4: 

 

Volunteers with >50 blocks 

 

 Doug Kibbe 

 Hugh and Urling Kingery 

 

Volunteers with 41-50 blocks 

 

 Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright 

 

Volunteers with 31-40 blocks 

 

 John Drummond 

 

Volunteers with 21-30 blocks 

 

 Allison Hilf  

 Kez Goldthwait 

 Paul Opler and Evi Buckner-Opler 

 Kim Potter 

 George Steele 

 

Volunteers with 11-20 blocks 

 

 Debbie Barnes 

 Alex Brown 

 Ken Ecton 

 Gregg Goodrich 

 Dona Hilkey 

 Chuck Hundertmark 

 Steve Jones 

 Jim Liewer 

 Duane Nelson 

 Terry Rau 

 Randy Siebert 

  Brown Thrasher carry food (CF).  

Photo by Tony Leukering. 
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Volunteer All Stars Update, cont. 
 

 

Volunteers with 5ï10 blocks 

 

 Brad Andres 

 Jason Beason 

 Jim Beatty 

 Dan Bridges 

 Lori Brummer 

 Barbara Byron 

 Francis Commercon 

 Joyce Commercon 

 Jacob Cooper 

 Jeff Dawson 

 Donna Emmons 

 David Hallock 

 Mike Henwood 

 Ed Hollowed 

 Brian Holmes 

 Marjorie Joy 

 Ron Lambeth 

 Randy Lentz 

 Tony Leukering 

 Gary Matthews 

 Tom McConnell 

 Ellery McClintock 

 Brock McCormick 

 Jeannie Mitchell 

 Thomas Parchman 

 Brandon K. Percival 

 John Rawinski 

 Chuck Reichert 

 John Toolen 

 Karen von Saltza 

 Lynn Wickersham 

 Mark Yaeger 

 Yampa Valley Bird Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Violet-green Swallow.  Photo by David Moulton. 

 

Marsh Wren at nest (ON). Photo by Dona Hilkey. 

Lark Sparrow nest with eggs (NE). Photo by Susan Linner. 


