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Message from the Project Manager 
 

Warblers and buntings and hawks, oh my!  I 

know, I know, youôve heard that one before, 

or something similar.  But I couldnôt resist.  

Oh, the joy of birding!  Is it just me, or does 

every migrant appear more vivid than I can 

ever remember.  Over the past couple of 

months, I have happily witnessed the 

graceful courtship displays of Coloradoôs 

hawks and eagles and the melodic and 

sometimes curious songs of our passerines.  

I have been downright jealous of the 

swooping and carefree flight of our swifts 

and swallows, and hypnotized by the eerie 

sound of Common Poorwills and owls.  This 

breeding bird season has really brought out 

the kid in me!  I feel like a grade school 

student at summer camp for the first time, 

reveling in the natural world around me.  At 

times, I feel awestruck for these wonderful 

creatures knowing the hardships they endure 

just to survive another breeding season.   

 

One of my recent atlasing highlights 

occurred in the Bondad Hill priority block in 

La Plata County.  I was granted access to a 

wonderful, private parcel of land along the 

Animas River which included a large 

marshy wetland.  I, along with the assistance 

of my student intern, Tarah, recorded 

breeding activity for such species as Great 

Blue Heron, White-faced Ibis, American 

Coot, Wilsonôs Snipe, Common 

Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, and Great-tailed 
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Red-headed Woodpecker at nest cavity.  

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 
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Grackle, to name a few.  We recorded about 

40 species in 3 hours, confirming about a 

dozen.  Activity was high, and it seemed we 

were able to record a ñProbableò observation 

for almost everything that wasnôt already 

confirmed in the block ï quite a dayôs work.   

 

Another highlight for me so far this season 

has been owling.  Project Administrator 

Catherine Ortega and I embarked on an 

owling trip one April evening in the Red 

Mesa priority block, just north of the New 

Mexico state line.  We walked to a grove of 

trees along the La Plata River, for which I 

was certain was the best possible spot for 

nesting owls in the block.  We hadnôt stood 

there more than 1 minute when Catherine 

spotted two dark masses in the tree.  To our 

delight, the masses turned out to be a pair of 

Great Horned Owls.  Another night in early 

May, I surveyed for owls in the Chimney 

Rock priority block, and observed two 

Flammulated Owls calling from adjacent 

territories.  This species brought my total to 

five owl species in the block ï I felt pretty 

good about that!  I was also lucky enough 

this year to report a territorial Northern 

Pygmy-Owl very close to my home in 

Durango.  Although not in a priority block, I 

was thrilled to hear the owl calling in the 

morning hours for several weeks in May. 

 

If that hasnôt been enough, over the last 

several weeks, I have received numerous 

reports from atlasers across the state, 

describing their encounters with rare species 

or with nests, protective parents, and newly 

fledged birds.  I have felt the enthusiasm 

growing stronger week by week.  Some 

atlasers have even written just to let me 

know how much they are enjoying the time 

they spend in their adopted blocks, and how 

appreciative they are to bird with a purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

This enthusiasm is certainly evident when 

examining COBBAIIôs current statistics.  

The number of blocks that are now complete 

is rising rapidly, as is the number of block 

effort hours, observations, and 

confirmations.  I encourage atlas volunteers 

to check out the ñView Resultsò page of the 

data entry website, available at 

http://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/CO/.  There 

you can track the progress of the atlas and 

hone in on species that of are interest to you.   

 

As ñSeason 3ò of COBBAII rolls on, Iôd like 

to express my gratitude to all volunteers, 

Regional Coordinators, and members of the 

Technical Committee for allocating your 

precious time towards this important project.  

I hope and trust you will all continue to 

contribute to the atlas, and have fun while 

doing so.   

 

Good birding! 

 

Lynn Wickersham 

COBBA II Project Manager 

  

Flammulated Owl at nest cavity. 

Photo by Debbie Barnes. 

http://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/CO/
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COBBAII Effort: Where are We Now? 

 
Table 1. Comparison of COBBAII summary statistics between June of 2008 and 2009. 

 

Summary Statistic        June 2008    June 2009 % Change 

No. Blocks Assigned 717 893 +25% 

No. Blocks Assigned On-line 606 910 +50% 

No. Blocks with Data 
a
 609 1,152 +89% 

No. Blocks Complete 11 150 +1,263% 

No. Block Effort Hours 5,107 13,227 +159% 

Total Auto Miles 62,388 160,494     +157% 

No. Data Submissions 27,627 65,391     +137% 

No. Species Reported 262  271     +3% 

No. Species Confirmed 213 239     +12% 
 

a
 Includes non-priority blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
4 

 
 

COBBAII Effort: Where are We Now?, cont. 
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Summary of COBBAII Data Per Region 
 

Region 
No. Priority 

Blocks 

No. Blocks 

Assigned 

% Blocks 

Assigned 

No. Species 

Recorded
*
 

No. Species 

Confirmed
*
 

% Species 

Confirmed 

1 72 18 25% 148 86 58% 

2 32 30 94% 141 118 84% 

3 64 29 45% 154 100 65% 

4 60 46 77% 155 107 69% 

5 108 48 44% 146 111 76% 

6 28 20 71% 141 74 52% 

7 48 39 81% 167 126 75% 

8 76 38 50% 129 76 59% 

9 64 32 50% 163 93 57% 

10 76 49 64% 158 121 77% 

11 60 46 77% 165 124 75% 

12 32 21 66% 117 82 70% 

13 76 45 59% 152 105 69% 

14 76 18 24% 131 58 44% 

15 104 71 68% 170 87 51% 

16 72 69 96% 195 144 74% 

17 116 91 78% 189 152 80% 

18 32 24 75% 158 100 63% 

19 44 35 80% 157 96 61% 

20 56 13 23% 118 42 36% 

21 32 5 16% 98 26 27% 

22 128 21 16% 107 60 56% 

23 64 21 33% 55 22 40% 

24 112 34 30% 175 98 56% 

25 64 12 19% 73 36 49% 

26 128 18 14% 117 52 44% 

ALL  1,824 893 49% 271 239 88% 
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Volunteer All Stars Update 
 

by Lynn Wickersham 

 

 

The COBBAII Volunteer All Star race is on!  

Who will log the highest number of blocks, 

highest number of effort hours, and highest 

number of species by the time the Atlas is 

complete?  The competitive fires are burning 

strong and widespread across the state.  So 

far, the top spot for the number of atlas 

blocks assigned goes toé 

 

 

Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright 

 

 

Coen and Brenda have signed up for an 

astounding 46 priority atlas blocks in all 

corners of the state.  Can anyone else top 

that?  Theyôve set the bar pretty high, and I 

for one am grateful.  Hereôs how the rest of 

the field is stacking up so far in Season 3 of 

the Atlas. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Volunteers with  >40 blocks: 

 

 Coen Dexter and Brenda Wright 

 Doug Kibbe 

 

Volunteers with  31ï40 blocks: 

 

 Hugh and Urling Kingery 

 

Volunteers with 21ï30 blocks: 

 

 John Drummond 

 Allison Hilf  

 Kim Potter 

 

Volunteers with 11ï20 blocks: 

 

 Alex Brown 

 Mackenzie Goldthwait 

 Chuck Hundertmark 

 Steve Jones 

 Ron Lambeth 

 Jim Liewer 

 Paul Opler 

 George Steele 

 

  

Black-throated Gray Warbler nest.  

Photo by Coen Dexter. 

American Coots in the Walden block.  

Photo by Chuck Hundertmark. 
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Volunteer All Stars Update, cont. 
 

 

Volunteers with 5ï10 blocks: 

 

 Susan Allerton 

 Brad Andres 

 Debbie Barnes 

 Jason Beason 

 Jim Beatty 

 Steve Boyle 

 Dan Bridges 

 Lori Brummer 

 Barbara Byron 

 Charlie Chase 

 Jacob Cooper 

 Mary Cunningham 

 Jeff Dawson 

 Bill and Cheryl Day 

 Ken Ecton 

 Donna Emmons 

 Gregg Goodrich 

 Dave Hallock 

 Mike Henwood 

 Dona Hilkey 

 Marjorie Joy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Steve King 

 Dave Leatherman 

 Randy Lentz 

 Tony Leukering 

 Gary Matthews 

 Tom McConnell 

 Melissa Miller 

 Jeannie Mitchell 

 Paul Morey 

 Duane Nelson 

 Tom Parchman 

 Terry Rau 

 Chuck Reichert 

 Randy Seibert 

 John Toolen 

 Linda Vidal 

 Karen von Saltza 

 Lynn Wickersham 

 Yampa Valley Bird Club

Mountain Bluebirds in nest box. 

Photo by Zell Lundberg. 

Ferruginous Hawk. 

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 
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Volunteer All Stars, cont. 

Top 10 Volunteer Effort Hours: 

1. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 1,110 

2. Hugh Kingery 476 

3. Chuck Hundertmark 467 

4. Kim Potter 448 

5. Ken Ecton 436 

6. Terry Rau 324 

7. George Steele 295 

8. Jim Liewer 240 

9. Doug Kibbe 228 

10. Steve Jones 270 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Top 10 Volunteer Data Submissions: 

1. Hugh & Urling Kingery  3,947 

2. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 2,694 

3. Chuck Hundertmark  2,289 

4. Kim Potter    1,909 

5. Doug Kibbe   1,606 

6. John Drummond   1,561 

7. Paul Opler    1,420 

8. Allison Hilf    1,399 

9. George Steele   1,171 

10. Alex Brown   1,104 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Top 10 Volunteer No. Species Reported: 

1. Hugh & Urling Kingery  185 

2. Chuck Hundertmark  182 

3. Tony Leukering   169 

4. Coen Dexter & Brenda Wright 168 

5. John Drummond   164 

6. Steve Jones   161 

7. Doug Kibbe   160 

8. Kim Potter    158 

9. George Steele   153 

10. Ken Ecton    139 

 

 
  

Curve-billed Thrasher nest. 

Photo by Marjorie Joy. 

Mallard duckling on Vogel Pond. 

Photo by Chuck Hundertmark. 

American Dipper feeding fledglings. 

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 




