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News from the Project Manager 
 

Happy 2010 to all Colorado Breeding Bird 

Atlas II (COBBAII) volunteers and friends! 

The start of this ñnew yearò has brought yet 

another frenzy of activity to the Atlas office. 

Data entry continues, as does the latest 

fundraising efforts and planning for the 

upcoming field season. It also seems, at least 

here in Durango, that the new decade has 

also brought with it a frenzy of bird activity. 

During the past week, the feeders at my 

home have attracted a wave of wintering 

birds that were otherwise absent prior to the 

holidays. From woodpeckers and jays to 

nuthatches and chickadees, these birds have 

provided me with entertainment while 

simultaneously mesmerizing my two lazy 

kitties that have spent hours on end 

watching from my living room window.  

When Iôm not watching the birds, I have 

been closely tracking the progress of the 

Atlas. During Year 3, the Atlas database 

grew to just under 87,000 observations, up 

from 50,000 observations just one year ago 

(a 74% increase!). Presently, the database 

includes 278 species with 244 confirmed. 

Approximately 922 of 1,824 (51%) priority 

blocks have been assigned to COBBAII 

volunteers (Fig. 1, next page), and 300 

(15%) completed. Numerous additional 

blocks are also very close to completion. 

Block coverage is slowly increasing in 

Coloradoôs populated areas; however, there 

are still major gaps in coverage in the less 

populated portions of the state, particularly 

the Eastern Plains and northwestern 

Colorado (Fig. 1).  
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Figure 1.  Map of COBBAII block assignments. 

 

 

Regional Coordinator Update 

For the past 3 years, the San Luis Valley 

(SLV) has been without an Atlas Regional 

Coordinator. This has resulted in a 

noticeable gap in block coverage and atlas 

data for that region. As most of you know, 

the SLV is home to diversity of quality 

habitats for birds, including wetlands and 

marshes, grasslands, and sagebrush 

shrublands. Therefore, it is imperative that 

this region of Colorado receive as much 

coverage as possible to document its 

importance to breeding birds. It is with great 

pleasure that I announce the addition of 

Randy Ghormley as new Regional 

Coordinator for COBBAII Region 14, which 

includes the western half of the SLV. Randy 

is the Wildlife Program Manager for the San 

Luis Valley Public Lands Center and is an 

avid birder. Over the next few months, I will 

be working closely with Randy to recruit 

volunteers in the SLV to boost block 

assignments and data collection.  

 

Welcome Randy! 

 

ñCOBBAII Blockbuster Days, 2010ò 

Colorado bird atlasers, please mark your 

calendars! This summer, I am asking for 

your participation in COBBAIIôs official 

ñBlockbuster Days, 2010ò. Blockbuster 

Days are an effort to unite birders across the 

state to collect the maximum amount of 

Atlas data where it is most needed. 

Together, we can boost block coverage and 

completion, increase the Atlas database, 

search for rare species, and most 

importantly, have fun! This summer, there 

will be two opportunities to participate in 

Blockbuster Days, one for low- to mid- 

elevations and a second for higher 

elevations. They include: 

 

Saturday, June 12, 2010 

 

and 

 

Saturday, July 10, 2010 

 

I am currently seeking volunteers to help 

organize Blockbuster Days across the state. I 

need your help to: 

 

1) identify potential priority blocks 

2) recruit participants 

3) research lodging/camping options 

4) coordinate data entry 

 

The only requirement is your enthusiasm 

and willingness to participate. Please contact 

me (Wickersham_l@fortlewis.edu; 970-247-

7245) if you are willing and able to assist. 

Hope to see you this summer! 

 

Good Birding! 

 

Lynn Wickersham 

COBBAII Statewide Project Manager   

             Block Assigned 

Block Unassigned 

mailto:Wickersham_l@fortlewis.edu
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2009 COBBAII  

Volunteer of the Year 
 

Thank you to all COBBAII volunteers who 

submitted a nomination for the 2009 

ñVolunteer of the Yearò. This year, there 

were many worthy candidates, and the 

choice was a difficult one. Nevertheless, 

only one volunteer can win. I am pleased to 

announce that the recipient of COBBAIIôs 

2009 Volunteer of the Year Award is: 

 

George Steele 
 

Georgeôs important contributions to the 

Atlas thus far include adopting 19 priority 

blocks and completing 12. He has logged 

over 500 hours of volunteer time and driven 

almost 3,000 miles in pursuit of completing 

these blocks during the past three years. 

George has submitted 1,315 observations, 

which is approximately 2% of the entire 

COBBAII dataset. Georgeôs tremendous 

efforts have earned him a spot on the 

ñVolunteer All Starsò Top 10 list for the 

highest number of 1) volunteer effort hours; 

data submissions; and 3) species reported. 

 

 
 

George Steele shows off a rare giant hummingbird 

eggéno wait, thatôs his prized giant puffball. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

George and Kathey Steele make a gourmet meal with 

their giant puffball, demonstrating that atlasing has 

many rewards. 

 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting and birding 

with George, and his wife Kathey, this past 

July during a Blockbuster on the 

Uncompahgre Plateau in COBBAII Region 

7. His enthusiasm for the Atlas and for 

birding in general was a pleasure to 

experience.  

 

I am told by Region 7 Coordinator, Coen 

Dexter, that George is committed to atlasing 

for the next two summers, completing his 

remaining 7 blocks and hopefully adopting 

additional blocks. He also has encouraged 

other birders in the Telluride area to become 

involved in the project, and has taken the 

time to get new volunteers started on their 

own blocks. It is exactly this dedication and 

commitment that drives the success of 

COBBAII.  

 

Thank you George for all that you have 

given to the Atlas, and keep up the terrific 

work! 
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Summary of COBBA II Data per Region 
 

To date, COBBAII volunteers have reported 278 species in Colorado, with 244 confirmed 

breeders.  Region 16 takes the lead in the total number of species reported (not including 

"Observed") and confirmed, at 206 and 158, respectively.  Similar to the end of 2008, Region 2 

takes the honor of the highest percentage of confirmed species, at 85%. 

 

Region 
No. Priority 

Blocks 

No. Blocks 

Assigned 

% Blocks 

Assigned 

No. Species 

Recorded
*
 

No. Species 

Confirmed 

% Species 

Confirmed 

1 72 19 26% 154 103 67% 

2 32 30 94% 144 123 85% 

3 64 29 45% 160 121 76% 

4 60 40 67% 160 118 74% 

5 108 48 44% 155 116 75% 

6 28 22 79% 146 80 55% 

7 48 44 92% 170 134 79% 

8 76 38 50% 135 90 67% 

9 64 31 48% 163 111 68% 

10 76 51 67% 167 131 78% 

11 60 47 78% 167 136 81% 

12 32 24 75% 120 97 81% 

13 76 48 63% 162 116 72% 

14 76 21 28% 140 65 46% 

15 104 82 79% 173 99 57% 

16 72 70 97% 206 158 77% 

17 116 97 84% 190 157 83% 

18 32 22 69% 168 115 68% 

19 44 32 73% 179 122 68% 

20 56 13 23% 133 65 49% 

21 32 5 16% 98 27 28% 

22 128 22 17% 114 68 60% 

23 64 23 36% 64 42 66% 

24 112 41 37% 177 99 56% 

25 64 9 14% 79 41 52% 

26 128 14 11% 121 58 48% 

Total 1,824 922 51% 278 244 88% 

* 
Includes only those species recorded as ñPossibleò, ñProbableò, or ñConfirmedò breeders. 
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Top 10 Lists:  

Statewide Results 2007ï2009 
 

 

Most Frequently Reported Species: 
 

Species Total Blocks 

American Robin 790 

Mourning Dove 686 

Northern Flicker 638 

Red-tailed Hawk 630 

Western Meadowlark 540 

Brown-headed Cowbird 527 

House Wren 507 

Red-winged Blackbird 485 

Western Wood-Pewee 484 

Common Raven 479 

 

 
 

Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk with bull snake.  

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Juvenile House Wren. Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 

 

 

 

Most Frequently Confirmed Species: 
 

Species Confirmed Blocks 

American Robin 562 

House Wren 296 

European Starling 294 

Western Kingbird 276 

Cliff Swallow 275 

Mountain Bluebird 270 

Western Meadowlark 260 

Mourning Dove 257 

Northern Flicker 252 

Red-winged Blackbird 249 
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Top 10 Lists, cont. 
 

Most Frequently Reported 

Threatened, Endangered, or 

Sensitive (TES) Species: * 
 

Species Total Blocks 

Brewerôs Sparrow 202 

Loggerhead Shrike 189 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 154 

Burrowing Owl 146 

Cassinôs Sparrow 141 

Grasshopper Sparrow 133 

American Three-toed 

Woodpecker 
96 

Northern Harrier 96 

Ferruginous Hawk 83 

Flammulated Owl 62 

 

 

Juvenile Grasshopper Sparrow.  

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ferruginous Hawk chicks in nest.  

Photo by Gregg Goodrich. 

 

 

 

 

Most Frequently Confirmed 

Threatened, Endangered, or 

Sensitive (TES) Species: 
* 
 

 

Species Confirmed Blocks 

Loggerhead Shrike 94 

Burrowing Owl 82 

Brewerôs Sparrow 58 

Grasshopper Sparrow 55 

American Three-toed 

Woodpecker 
38 

Cassinôs Sparrow 36 

Lewisôs Woodpecker 24 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 23 

Ferruginous Hawk 23 

Purple Martin 23 

 
* TES includes all federal- and state-listed threatened and endangered species and U.S. Forest Service sensitive 

species known or with potential to occur in Colorado. 
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Update: New Species in Colorado 
 

The COBBAII dataset includes nine new 

ñProbableò or ñConfirmedò species that 

were not documented during COBBAI 

(Table 1). Two of these species, Kentucky 

Warbler (Oporornis formosus) and Scarlet 

Tanager (Piranga olivacea), were added to 

the database in 2009. Both were reported in 

the Eldorado Springs-SE block, in Region 

16 (Fig. 1). 

 
Table 1. New species reported during COBBAII 

(2007́ 2009). 

Species 
No.  

Blocks 

Breeding 

Evidence 

Common Goldeneye 1 Probable (P) 

Hooded Merganser 6 Confirmed (FY) 

Franklinôs Gull 5 Confirmed (NY) 

Eurasian Collared-

dove 
196 Confirmed (NY) 

White-winged Dove  8 Confirmed (ON) 

Lucyôs Warbler  1 Probable (P) 

Prairie Warbler 1 Confirmed (NB) 

Kentucky Warbler a 1 Probable (T) 

Scarlet Tanager a 1 Probable (T) 

a New species reported in 2009. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Location of Kentucky Warbler (T) and 

Scarlet Tanager (T) reported in 2009. 

 

 

In 2009, additional reports for the following 

ñnewò species were also added to the 

databaseðHooded Merganser (Lophodytes 

cucullatus) (Fig. 2), Franklinôs Gull 

(Leucophaeus pipixcan), Eurasian Collared-

dove (Streptopelia decaocto), and White-

winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) (Fig. 2).  

 

 

 
a) 

 

 
b) 

 

Figure 2. Distribution of a) Hooded Merganser and 

b) White-winged Dove reported during COBBAII 

(2007ï2009).  



 

 
8 

 
 

Species to Watch: Potential 

Changes in Species Distribution 
 

by Lynn Wickersham 

 

Breeding Bird Atlases are significant 

components of large-scale bird conservation 

strategies because they provide data on 

species distribution, habitat use and breeding 

phenology. When repeated at regular 

intervals, atlases can also detect changes in 

these variables over time. It is important to 

recognize, however, that each atlas effort 

represents a snapshot in time; thus, apparent 

changes in distribution between a first and 

second atlas should be critically analyzed. 

Observed changes may be confounded by 

differences in observer skills and level of 

effort put forth during each atlas.  

 

With that understanding in mind, 

preliminary COBBAII data suggests the 

potential range expansion of several species 

in Colorado compared with their 

documented ranges during COBBAI data 

(Table 1). These include Osprey (Pandion 

haliaetus), Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus 

leucocephalus), Peregrine Falcon (Falco 

peregrinus), Least Flycatcher (Empidonax 

minimus), Black Phoebe (Sayornis 

nigricans), Lazuli x Indigo Bunting hybrid 

(Passerina amoena x cyanea), and Great-

tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus). Bald 

Eagle and Peregrine Falcon were both on the 

federal Threatened and Endangered Species 

List during COBBAI but have since been 

delisted. Thus, their apparent expansions are 

expected as a result of their recovery. The 

remaining species were uncommon or rare 

during COBBAI therefore, their apparent 

increase may indicate expansion of their 

range in Colorado (Figs. 1ï5, next page). 

 

Table 1. Apparent increase in the number of blocks 

reporting selected species from COBBAI 

(1987́ 1995) to COBBAII (2007 2́009). 

 No. Blocks Reported 

Species COBBAI  COBBAII  

Osprey 29 47 

Bald Eagle 14 34 

Peregrine Falcon 17 35 

Least Flycatcher 3 12 

Black Phoebe 5 14 

Lazuli x Indigo Bunting 6 13 

Great-tailed Grackle 38 50 

 

Breeding Bird Survey data also suggest a 

significant (P<0.05) positive trend for 

Osprey in Colorado, and for Osprey, Bald 

Eagle, and Least Flycatcher in U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (FWS) Region 6 

(Mountain-Prairie Region) from the 

initiation of COBBAI (1987) through the 

first year of COBBAII (2007; Table 2). 

Peregrine Falcon, however, shows a 

significant decline in USFWS Region 6 

(Table 2). BBS trend data are not available 

for Black Phoebe, Lazuli x Indigo Bunting 

hybrid, or Great-tailed Grackle in Colorado 

or FWS Region 6.  

 

Table 2. Breeding Bird Survey trends, from 1987ï

2007, for selected species in a) Colorado, and b) U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Region 6a. Data 

from Sauer et al. (2008). 

Species Location 
% Change/ 

Year 
P-value 

Osprey Colorado +14.3 <0.01 

 FWS - 6 +7.37 0.01 

Bald Eagle Colorado +49.7 0.28 

 FWS - 6 +17.9 0.01 

Peregrine Falcon Colorado NA NA 

 FWS - 6 -5.97 0.02 

Least Flycatcher Colorado NA NA 

 FWS - 6 +2.5 0.02 
a FWS Region 6 includes CO, KS, MT, NE, ND, SD, 

UT, and WY. 
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Figure 1. Distribution of Osprey reported during COBBAI (left) and COBBAII (right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.  Distribution of Least Flycatcher reported during COBBAI (left) and COBBAII (right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3.  Distribution of Black Phoebe reported during COBBAI (left) and COBBAII (right). 
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Figure 5.  Distribution of Lazuli x Indigo Bunting hybrid reported during COBBAI (left) and COBBAII (right). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.  Distribution of Great-tailed Grackle reported during COBBAI (left) and COBBAII (right). 

 

 

 

Of these species, Great-tailed Grackle is of 

particular interest because it has largely been 

unreported on the Western Slope despite its 

apparent increase in Eastern Colorado (Fig. 

5). This could be due in part by gaps in 

block coverage on the Western Slope; 

however, many areas where Great-tailed 

Grackle was reported during COBBAI 

appear to be well covered. This species will 

be monitored closely as more atlas data are 

collected and submitted.   
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Species Profile:  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
 

By Breanna Powers 

 

 

Northern Saw-whet Owls (Aegolius 

acadicus) are relatively small, weighing 

65ī151 grams; females are slightly larger 

than males. They are generally dark brown 

with red tones, have a spotted back, a white 

underbody, and lack ear tufts. Their wing 

span ranges from 42ī48 cm, and their flight 

pattern that is rapid and labored. They feed 

primarily on mice but also rely on shrews 

and voles. Northern Saw-whet Owls hunt by 

aerial diving from low perches and are 

crepuscular (active at dawn and dusk).  

 

Northern Saw-whet Owls occur in 

coniferous and deciduous forests, and often 

select riparian habitats. Their breeding range 

extends from s. Alaska to central Mexico 

and from the West coast of the U.S. and 

Canada to Nova Scotia and New York (Fig. 

1). Most Northern Saw-whet Owls winter 

within their breeding range, but some 

populations move south to winter (Fig. 1). 

 

 

 
Fledgling Northern Saw-whet Owl. 

Photo by Glenn Walbek. 

 

 
 

 

Figure. 1. Distribution of the Northern Saw-whet 

Owl showing permanent and wintering ranges. Figure 

from Lewis (2006). 

 

 

Permanent pair bonds and nest sites are not 

common for the Northern Saw-whet owl. 

Nests are located in tree cavities usually 

excavated by woodpeckers such as Northern 

Flickers (Colaptes auratus). Males begin 

territory calling in March and continue 

through April. Nesting occurs between 

March and July. The female is responsible 

for incubation and brooding and the male 

delivers food to the nest. Clutch sizes range 

from 3ī7 eggs and incubation lasts about 

21ī28 days. Young fledge after 4ī5 weeks 

but are cared for by their parents for several 

weeks after fledging. 

 

In Colorado, Northern Saw-whet Owls are 

found primarily on the Front Range and on 

the Western Slope (Fig. 2).  During the 

Second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas, 

however, there have been several confirmed 

breeding records for this species on the 

Eastern Plains, in Region 17 (Fig. 2b). 

 


