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Newsfrom theProjectManage

Greetings and Happy New Yearto all
Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas Il (COBBAII)
volunteers and friend#fter a holiday break
filled with winds and blizzardsthe Atlas
Office is again brimming with activity.
While volunteer data are still slowly
trickling in, | have been busy summarizing
partial results from the first twgears of the
project (2007 08). Fundraising efforts to
supplement ouvolunteer base are ongoing,
as are planning activities for upcoming
trainings, blockbusters, andrseysto target
rare specieslhere is an endless list of tasks
and always something to do the officeto
keep COBBAII on track.
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Fledgling Longeared Owl
Photo byJosh Richert

In October, theAtlas Office welcomed a
new workstudy student to its project
management team, Kyle Simpson. Kyle is a
freshman at Fort Lewis College and hails
from Denver. For the past several months,
he has been working diligentlprganiang
volunteer data sheets and eimgifield data
for atlasers around the statenot for Kyle,

| might be buied in my dfice until spring.

As volunteerscontinue toenterdatg project
statistics, in turn, continue to increaSée
number of wlunteers blocks assignd and
blocks with datahave all increagk since
spring 2008(Fig. 1) Similarly, effort hours
and number of observations have also
increased steadilsince last yeafFig. 2).




News from théroject Manage
cont.
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Figure 1. Change in number of volunteer
blocks assigned, and blocks with data in 200€
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Figure 2. Change in number of volunteer effo
hours and observations submitted in 2008.
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Now that the COBBAII database has a
significant number of observations (almost
50,000), we can begin preliminary analyses
of the dataThe data entry website, desagh
and maintained by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, is an excellent tool for tracking
progresf the Atlas and more importantly,
comparing thets results withthat from the

first Atlas. As data are entered by
volunteers, the website updatstatewide
distribution maps as well as priority and
nonpriority block species lists. If you
havenot al r e andoyragel alln e
volunteers t o Vi sit
Resultso page, wher e
Col oradods breeding
current and past distribution maps and a
tally of the data collected across the state.

The data entry website providesenwith
numerous ways to query the database and
present preliminary results as th&tlas
progresses from dap-day, monthkto-
month, and yeato-year.In this issue of the
Colorado Bird Atlas Queerly, find out
which species top the list a s Most
Frequently Reporteda n d f Mo s t
Conf i r(paged)y and get the latest
updates on reports of threatened,
endangered, and sensitive spedijgage 7)

If you have supplemental information on
any of these species,
you and in@rporate your observations into
the Atlas database

For those of you gearing up for atlasing in
2009, check out the articlen page8 for
suggested timing oAtlas surveysthrough
the seasons to targetwls, waterfowl and
shorebirds, raptors, and songbirddease
also take a few moments to read the
ARemi nder s t o COBBAI
page 9.

A heartfelt thanks to all COBBAII
volunteers for all you do to keep this
important project running efficientl and
successfully.

GoodBirding!

Lynn Wickersham
COBBAII StatewideProject Manager
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2008COBBAII
Volunteer of the Yea

In the Fall 2008 Quarterly Newsletter, |
announced a call for nominations for the
first COBB A | AVol unteer
am pleased to announce the recipient of

COBBAIl Il 6s 2008 Vol unt
John Drummond
Johnos contributions

numerous and impressive. He has served as
Regional Coordinatorin Region 24 in
southeastern Colorado since the initiatain
the project in 2007. Managing efforts in this
region have not been easy, given its more
remote locationand considerably smaller
population of birders. Yet, John has been
successful at recruitingnd traininga variety

of volunteersand motivating theno take on
many of these neto-easy to get to blocks.

Ha wk

Swai nsonds
Photo by John Drummond.
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To date, John has signed up to survey 22
atlas priority blocks in eastern Colorado and
has completed 12 of them. By Falfi 2008,

he wearned a spot on
Starso Top 10 | ists f
1) volunteer effort hours 2) data

submissionsand3) species reported.
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Photo by John Drummond.

To date, dhn has submitted over 1,200
Atlas observations, driven over 5,000 miles,
and logged almost 300 volunteer hours
towards the project. During the last two
years, he has contributeseveral quality
photographs of birds and nests to the Atlas,
and has shared his wealth of knowledge of
|l ocal bird
COBBAII has been an incredible asset to the
project, and | thank him for his efforts.

Congratulations John, aneép up the good
work!!

Mountain Plover defending nest
Photo by John Drummond.

popul ati ons.



Volunteer Regional Coordinators Needed

The COBBAII office is currently seeking volunteers to fill Regional Coordinator positions in the
following regions: 1, 14, 20, 25, and 26 (refer GOBBAIl Region Mapbelow). Regional
Coordinators play a vital role ime management of the project and essential to its success. If

you are a COBBAII volunteer and have more time to devote to the project, please consider
joining our diverse team of Regional CoordinatdResponsibilitiesmay include but are not
limited to:

1) organizing block assignments anolunteer contact information

2) communicating with volunteers and Project Manager

3) accepting block ownership dine for volunteers in your regign

4) recruitment and training of volunteers (with help from Project Managed
5) online review of flagged datddr rare species)

As Project Manager, | am happy to assist new Regional Coordirdagbsnisg into their new
responsibilities. You may also consider participating as-Remional Coordinator, splitting the
responsibilities with myself or another volunte¥ou do not need to live within your region to

be coordinator, although having local knowledge of the area srmeaeding birds is desirable.
Because of the multitude of tasks associated with COBBAII, | really need your help keeping
things on track stawide, so fease considethe opportunity to be a Regional Coordinator.
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Summary of COBBA Il Data Per Region

To date, COBBAIl volunteers have reported 265 species in Colorado, with 232 confirmed
breeders. Region 16 takes the lead in the total number of species regoii@8(not including

speci es),
2 takes the honor of the highest percentage of confirmed species, at 84%.

ARObserved?o

whi | e

Regi on

1 7Rdgienads i n

Region No. Priority | No. I_3Iocks % B_Iocks No. Species| No. S_pecies % Species
Blocks Assigned | Assigned | Recorded | Confirmed | Confirmed
1 72 17 24% 141 75 54%
2 32 30 94% 141 118 84%
3 64 24 38% 138 78 57%
4 60 44 73% 154 101 66%
5 108 48 44% 141 96 68%
6 28 22 79% 119 52 44%
I 48 39 81% 161 119 4%
8 76 36 47% 119 72 61%
9 64 30 47% 158 8l 51%
10 76 42 55% 148 106 2%
11 60 38 63% 163 121 4%
12 32 20 63% 117 80 68%
13 76 38 50% 143 101 71%
14 76 12 16% 120 53 44%
15 104 49 47% 153 77 50%
16 72 64 89% 193 138 12%
17 116 83 72% 178 147 83%
18 32 24 75% 157 97 62%
19 44 32 73% 153 86 56%
20 56 11 20% 85 27 32%
21 32 5 16% 94 21 22%
22 128 20 16% 101 55 54%
23 64 11 17% 22 6 27%
24 112 25 22% 166 81 49%
25 64 8 13% 60 30 50%
26 128 14 11% 105 28 27%
Total 1,824 786 43% 265 232 88%

"Includes onlythose peci es

recor ded
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Top 10 Lists StatewideResults
2007 08

Most Frequently Reported Species:

Species Total Blocks

American Robin 506

Mourning Dove 436

Northern Flicker 418

Redtailed Hawk 397

Western Meadowlark 326 Redwinged Blackbirdhest.

House Wren 319 Photo byLynn Wickersham.

Broadtailed Hummingbird 310

Chipping Sparrow 307 Most Frequently Confirmed Species

Brown-headed Cowbird 306

Common Raven 303 Species Confirmed Blocks
American Robin 327
House Wren 172
Cliff Swallow 169
Mountain Bluebird 163
European Starling 155
Dark-eyed Junco 152
NorthernFlicker 141
Redwinged Blackbird 129
Barn Swallow 128
Western Meadowlark 127
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Western Meadowlarkest.Photo byThom Curdts.




Top 10 Lists: Statewide Results
2004 2008, cont.

Most Frequently Reported Threatened, /

Endangered, or SensitiveTES) Species* f

Species Total Blocks

Brewer 6s S| 119

Olive-sided Flycatcher 94

Loggerhead Shrike 90

Burrowing Owl 73

Cassinds S| 68 .

American Thredoed TR s A "

Woodpecker 65 TRnTE———

Northern Harrier 52 Ame”gm;hgggfeeviVgrcr’]?tﬂ?%ker

Flammulated Owl 49

Grasshopper Sparrow 44 Most Frequently Confirmed Threatened,

Ferruginous Hawk 37 Endangered, or SensitiveTES) Species *
Species Confirmed Blocks
Loggerhead Shrike 41
Burrowing Owl 34
Brewer 6s Sp 27
AmericanThreetoed
Woodpecker 25
Lewi sds Woo 15
Greater Sandhill Crane 15
Purple Martin 15
Olive-sided Flycatcher 14
Cassinds Sp 13
Grasshopper Sparrow 12

Brewer dsneskparr o
Photo byLynn Wickersham.

" TESincludesall federal and statdisted threatenedndendangered species andSUForest Serviceensitive
speciesknown or with potential to occur in Colorado.




Species Profile: Gray Vireo
By Lynn Wickersham

The Gray Vireo(Vireo vicinior) is one of
my favorite species, but its sometimes
overlooked or possibly misidentified by
novice birders because of its similarity to
ot her Al i ttl e gr ay
Blue-gray (hatcatcher Rolioptila spp.)and
Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus Over the
past several years, | have become very fond
of this bird through intense monitoring of
small populations in New Mexicd enjoy
sharing my knowledge about Gray Vireos
with other birders and hope that more will
take an interest in this fascinating species

Color-banded Gray Vireo
Photo by Lynn Wickersham.

Gray Vireo is a shortdistance migrant that
breeds only in the hot, arid regions of the
southwestern U.S. and northwestern
Mexico. In Colorado, they are found in
pifionjuniper woodlands primarily on the
western slopehowever,a small population
also occurs in southeastern ColoraNests
are typical vireo cup nests thaang from
tree branches but can be difficult to locate
because of their small sizsests are usually
placedin trees with nest height ranging from
about4i 11 feet Both the male and female

8

sit on the eggs and male$ten sing while
sitting on the nest.Thus, following the
sound of a singing Gray Vireo may lead to
an Atlas confirmation.

During the first two yees of COBBAII, we
received moreeports of Gray Vireoshan |
expected(Figs. I 2). Currently, the Bureau

b 9f kagdMsnagameni{BLM) on the westgrn
dlope Is interested in studying the impacts of
land use practices on Gray Vireos. My hope
is that COBBAIIl data will increase our
understanding of distributionand habitat use
of Gray Vireos in Colorado, so that
populations can be affectively monitored.

Observed

Possible

Probahle

Confirmed
Mot reported

[
[
[
L]

Gray Vireobreeding evidenc@l987 1995).

Gray Vireobreeding evidenc€007 2008.




