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Introduction

Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas Administrators, regional coordinators, and field workers
have a powerful new tool at their disposal that was not available to Atlas | workers. It is
the online data entry interface or web site that has been customized for Colorado by
Cornell Laboratory oOrnithology. This interface allogfield workers to enter their

records into the Atlas database. That alisreemajor step forward in atlasing. But the
interface does much more. When you become familidr thié web site, you can

A request new block assigrents online

A see at a glance which blocks have been claimed, which are available, and which
have been completed

A edit and delete your own records if you discover errors

A link to a web page from which atlas documents can be downloaded

A watch your progress toweé completion of your block

A download topographical and aerial maps of your block to help plan coverage

A view or print the list of speciggcorded for your block during Atlas |

A views maps showing species distribution for Atlas Il as it develops

A and more.

For the atlas coordinator and regional coordinatorsy#hle sitestreamlines

administrative tasks and automates communication. For field workers, it provides a way
to enter your own data easily, tools for planning block coverage, and the instant
gratificaion of seeing your contribution to the atlas. For land and resource managers, it
providesimmediate access to atlas information as it is developed and input to the site.

While some features of the web site are easy to use, atileb&enefit from an
exdanation In addition, there are some aspects of the site that differ from the Atlas Il
field formsorFi el d Wo r k e instrictiohsaThisinaoual lattempts to clarify
how to handle any apparent differencéisalso provides a detailed introductiamnthe

key steps needed to request a block and enter data.

If you are familiar with commoonline site registration procedures, you can skip the

login instructions. You may, however, want to scan the overview of the various functions
of the sitelt is paticularly important to look at the instructions for data entry in this
manual.

You can login to the web site by goingttip://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/COr his manual
for entering observations uses fueqt screen captures to illustrate web site features.
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http://bird.atlasing.org/Atlas/CO

When you view it on your computer, it may take a few seconds for screen captures to
appear on the page.

(Note: The online data entry platform was customized for the Colorado Breeding Bird
Atlas Il by Cornell Laboratory of Ornithologfrom a template that is also being used by
the Pennsylvania and Ohio breeding bird atlas projidssa copyrighted platform.
Screen captures in this document are used with permissibe éboratory.)

Acknowledgemerg

| am indebted to Jason Beason and Hugh Kingery for reviewing this manual. Hugh, in
particular, was thorough in his review significantly improving many sections and writing
the explanation of how block identification codes are derived.
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Reqistering

Whenyou entetthe web site address in your browsan) aretaken to iMy Homepthe
web page shown below.

“{ COLORADO
-+ |- Breeding Bird Atlas II

Home My Home

= Sign In.
If you're not registerad, click here.

View Regions & Blocks View Results

Jump To:

Welcome to the

[ |[BeekBT]| Colorado Breeding
[ Region ] Bird Atlas II

Contact
Project Coordinator

photos by Tony Leukering

E@o get started, click on one of the
following:

View block results or request ownership »
Enter Observations
View or Modify My Observations
Enter Effort
View Results for the State »

» If you have guestions regarding the Colorado Atlas, you can contact the Project
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Project Coordinator™ or you can contact a Regional
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Regional Coordinator” from the specific Region page.

Powered by

—;" CORNELL LAB of ORNITHOLOGY

At the upper right of the screen i$i&ign Indo box (highlighted with a red border in the
illustration above. If you are using the site for the fiirste, you can register by clicking
the blue | i nk ed(Beescreenzaptsbeldw)!| i ck her

» Sign In. ‘,41
If you're not registerad, click here.
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Clicking on this link opesthe registration page.

‘@ COLORADO

e Breeding Bird Atlas IT

nter Effort View Regions & Blocks View Results

REGISTER

* indicates a required field
If you have previously registered for a BirdSource project, you can use your existing
Username and Password Here.
CHOOSE A USER NAME*
|nu||
(6-12 characters)

CHOOSE A PASSWORD:* CONFIRM YOUR PASSWORD*
|...Il | |.Il.. |
% (6-12 characters) (6-12 characters)
E-MAIL ADDRESS:* CONFIRM E-MAIL ADDRESS:*
|nu|| | |nu|l |

Remember me (Requires cookies to be enabled)

The registration page is pretty much sefplanatoryNote the number of characters

required for the user name and passwordl® characters eachChecking the

i Re me mb er ttmebottorh af the sareelowsyou to be automatically logged

on when you go to the site if you have cookies enabled in your browser. Clicking on the

y el | o w ufe O otaikes youn to a second registration page thatsdsk your contact

information Note:l f you are already registered with o
data entry projects like eBird or Project Feeder Watch, you can use your login

information from t hat program to access the Atlas web site.
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Logging n

If you are a registered user, logginmgi i s si mpl e. Simply c¢click fnSi
of the screen.

» Sign In. *—

If you're not registerad, click here.

| f you have selected ARemember Med you shoul

scree n . |l f you have not selected fAiRemember Meo
browser, you will be taken to thegin screen shown beloviimply enter your username
and passworgndt hen <c¢l i ck the yell ow box that says

ALREADY REGISTERED? SIGN IN

If you have previously registered for a BirdSource project, you can use your
existing Username and Password.
LISERMNAME: PASSWORD:

If you can't remember your username or password, click here.

Remember me (Requires cookies to be enabled)

Login
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My Home

When you finsh registering for the first time or whenever you login to the web site, you
will be taken to the Welcome Screenfidy Homeo There are three navigation areas on
the screen. These areas are number2an the illustration below.

At the top of the screg Area 1, outlined in red in the illustration, is a navigation bar with
si x buttons. From |l eft to right, they are | a
Observations, 0 AEnter Effort, o AView Regions

On the left side of the screeArea 2 outlined in green in the illustratioig a navigation

column with two boxes and four links. The Block ID box allows you to driteak

identification and jump immediately to the page for that block. The Region ID box allows

you to jump immedialg to the base map fortheregidhh e A Vi ew My Request s
under AMy Accounto | ets you see the status o
block. Theother three links are setixplanatory

In the center of the screen, Area 3, outlined in orandkea illustration, are five links that
take you directly to the major functional pages of the data entry site.

74 COLORADO .
-+ ] Breeding Bird Atlas II

My Home

» Hello, Timmy Tester.
If you're not Timmy Tester, click hare.

Home Enter Observations Enter Effort View Regions & Blocks View Results

e

Jump To: Welcome to the

[ 1[[oexn |

Colorado Breeding

Atlas Il Data Entry Instructions V1.1

| RegionD Bird Atlas II
| photos by Tony Leukering
My Account |jefe— 2
View My Reguests "
Change My Password To get started, click on one of the My Totals
Edit My Profile following:
Block hours:
Contact View block results or request ownership » other hours:
Project Coordinator _ Enter Observations » e
View or Modify My Observations = Miles Traveled: O
Enter Effort » bl Sy hmissiame: 17
View Results for the State » for! ”"ILmI'_ nete
Total Species: 11

3 If you have questions regarding the Colorado Atlas, you can contact the Project
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Project Coordinator” or you can contact a Regional
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Regional Coordinator” from the specific Region page.

FPowered by
}' CORNELL LAB of ORNITHOLOGY
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When youdbve started entering data, two other
become i mportant. @A My ryou endriessand olobserngafohsaoy s st at i
dat e. Bel ow that, AMessageso |ists reminders

effort. When you want to complete those entries, you can click on the appropriate link.

You have 74 incomplete observations

W

You have 13 incomplete block effort =
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Claiming a Block When You Know the Block Nae

You can request a block directly from the web site. If you have already been assigned one

or more blocks but have not <claimed the bl oc
blocks on the web site. In the box on the upper left side dfy H dypearothe name

of the quadrangle map for the block.

t Jump To:

Fishers F EBlock ID

Region D

In the example above, thield workerwants to request ownership of the BBk of the
Fishers Peak quadrangle. The Block ID would be entered as FishersStedle entry

is not case sensitiveuba hyphen is required between the quad map name (Fishers Peak)
and the sector (SE(Note: Each block also has an alphanumeric code. If you know the
code, you can enter that instead of the map name. See Appendix A for an explanation of
the codes.)

Clickii Bl o c k loDwillbbe takerdto tlge Block Profile screen. At the upper right of
the screen you will see a series of limk®lue type The top link (see red arrow below)
allows you taheblock. Click this link to requesissignment of the block gmu.

Fishers Peak -SE (74A4SE)
Block Status: Incomplete __I_' Request to own this block

Block Owner: Unowned . view Region 21
Priority Block: Yes . Set as complete
Region: Region 21 (Unassigned) . Enter Observations

Hours of Effort:
Block Owner (0 hrs.)
Other Atlasers (0 hrs.)

View My Observations
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Clicking the linkopens the screen shown below. You can enter a short note to the
Regional Coordinator or Atlas Coordinatandthen click Submit. If you already have
discussed ownership of the block with the Regional or Atlas Coordinator, paldsh
mention that in the note.

Request Block Ownership

You are about to submit a reguest for ownership of block 85H35E. Please confirm the block
you selected and enter any notes you want sent to the region coordinator.

Request a Single Specific Block:
Block ID: 85H35E (Lake George -5E)

MNotes:

Submit

When your request has been reviewed by the Atlas Office, you will receive a
confirmation of the acceptance or rejection of your request. If the request is rejected, you
will receive an explanation of why. If the block helseady been assigned to anotheid
worker, the coordinator may suggest contactinggbeson to whom thblock was

assignedo collaborate on completion of the block, or may suggest another unclaimed
block.
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Requestin@mBl ock When YouBIlbckMamme Know t he

If you are looking for one or more new blocks to requsgb, links on the Welcome page
allow you to select a block. The links are outlined in red on the screen shot below.
Clicking either the fAView Regironsr &t Bd oft Kisw

bl ock results or request ownershipo |ink wil

: , ‘% COI‘ORAm » Hello, Timmy Tester.

__..- S |"| Breeding Bird Aﬂas II If you're not Timmy Tester, click hare.

Home My Home Enter Observations Enter Effort View Regions & Blocks View Results

Jump To:

Welcome to the

[ |[[BekiB]| Colorado Breeding
[ ReginD | Bird Atlas II

My Account |

photos by Tony Leukering

View My Reguests

Change My Password To get started, click on oyfe of the My Totals
Edit My Profile following:
Block hours:
Contact Wiew block results or request ownership » other hours:
Project Coordinator . . . - B ; A
View or Modify My Observations = Miles Traveled: O
Enter Effort » Total Submissions: 12

View Results for the State » -
Total Species: 11

3 If you have questions regarding the Colorado Atlas, you can contact the Project
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Project Coordinator” or you can contact a Regional
Coordinator by selecting "Contact Regional Coordinator” from the specific Region page.

Fowered by

}" CORNELL LAB of ORNITHOLOGY
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When you click either link, you will be taken to a Colorado base map with the Atlas
regions outlined in yellow and numbered. Clicking on any region will open a page with
themap of the region.

View Regions & Blocks

{21 of 10848 Owned)

Select a Region from the map:

Selecting a region also allows vou to request qwnership of a block or group of blocks in that
region.

Ca
G

Springs
5

sET
Truranigs
JPurari
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Each region map provides several links to help with block selection. The numbered
paragraphs below correspond to the red numbers on the screen capture below.
1. The name of the regional coordinator appears at the upper left cothersureen
if the region is assigned.
2. Alink at the upperight corner of the screen allows you to request that one or
more available blocks be assigned to you.
3. Atable gives you a breakdown of statistics for risgionincluding the number of
blocksassgned numbercompletedand total number of blocks in the region. As

the Atlas progresses, youoll be able to t
region.
4. Cl icking the fiShow block I Dsodo |ink just a

change the map pagereveal the ID codes for map blocks. If the region is large,
only some block IDs will show.

5. The gay grid lines on the map itself show the block divisions. Clicking on any
block within the map will take youtothieB | o ¢ k pBge toff thal biek

6. At the bottom left corner of the screen is a color key. As a block is assigned to a
field worker, the block will be displayed in blue. Completed blocks will be shown

in pink.
Region 18
Regional Coordinator: Unassigned 7 2 " Request ag:”aagiliegi?jcl;ég-fl.c.tr_::
Blocks:
Owned Complete Total 3
0 0 192

w Click on the map to view block information or request ownership of a specific block.
Show block IDs 4k

[ i L x
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complete block
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If you want the Regional or Atlas Coordinator to select one or more blocks for you

and you click the blue fiRequest available b
see the page below. Simply enter the number of blocks you would like assigned, the
click on ASubmit.o You can al so enter any 1

If you wouldrather select blocks yourself, youay explore the open blocks on the
map. It may help to see the block IDs. To do that, click the blue link above the top left

corner of the Region Map.
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